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June 29 Parent’s Night Out 
 
July 1 Benevolence Pickup 
 Care and Share 
 
July 4 Office Closed 
 High School Party at the 
 Patterson’s 
 
July 7 Service Project Saturday 
 
July 8  J. W. Hamby’s Life Group 
 Grade 5-8 Lunch &  
 Meeting 
 
July 14 Garcia and Settle Shower 
 
July 28-29 Weekend Campaign 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

During the summer, between my eighth 
and ninth grade years, we went to my 
uncle’s dairy.  That is something that 
we did frequently, growing up.  On this 
particular summer day, we found that 
my uncle and his family were going to 
the lake.  They and some cousins from 
the other side of their family had de-
cided that it was a 
good day to go.  Some 
of them had already 
left, in fact.  We had 
not come prepared to 
go to the lake. 
Though they had taken 
their boat, a sixteen ft. 
tri-hull, most of us 
were playing in the 
swimming area.  This was one of those 
areas where they had a string of cables 
and buoys marking off the designated 
swimming area.  My uncle had brought 
several tractor and truck inner tubes.  
The kids (meaning anyone younger than 
me at the time) were splashing around 
on the tubes in the play area. 
We had a great afternoon.  The lake was 
a little rough.  It was a hot day and a 
little windy.  My cousins loved to ride 
on inner tubes behind the boat, so 
smooth water was not all that necessary.  
The object of the matter was to try to 
throw whoever was on the inner tubes 
off. 
The wind was blowing from the shore 
out to the lake on a bit of skew.  The 
guys in the boat would go bye a number 
yards out from the swim area.  I believe 
that it was getting around lunchtime.  
The boat was beached.  Some of the 
kids had gotten out of the water.  We 
had played very hard.  One of the kids 
noticed that one of the inner tubes that 
they had been playing with had blown 
out into the water.  It was drifting across 
the play area. 
I dove in the water and began swim-
ming after it.  I soon got to the buoys 
and continued to chase the tube beyond 
the swimming area.  I was gaining on it.  
But the wind kept pushing it further into 
the lake.  I began to get very tired.  My 
blue jeans were dragging in the water.  I 
looked up and the tube was getting a 

little closer but the buoys were 
getting a good bit farther from me.  I 
was exhausted. 
I turned to see if anyone was watching.  
I tried to call out (casually of course) 
and waved my arm.  No one seemed to 
see me.  I decided that my best hope 
was to go after the tube again, since it 
was closer.  I soon ran out of steam 

though I probably wasn’t 
more than ten feet from 
the tube. 
Now I began to panic.  
My arms were noodles.  
My lungs burned.  I yelled 
toward shore.  I went un-
der.  I came up and yelled 
again, the water lapping 
into my mouth.  I went 

under.  I knew that I had come to the 
end.  I came up one last time.  I 
screamed for help and went under for 
the last time.  I don’t know how far un-
der I went or how long I was down. 
Suddenly, a hand pulled me up.  I strug-
gled to get a little further out of the wa-
ter.  Jeffrey, told me to relax, he had 
me.  Finally, I was able to relax a little 
and we began going back to shore. 
I am reminded of what the Hebrew 
writer said.  “Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with persever-
ance the race marked out for 
us." (Hebrews 12:1, NIV) Would I have 
struggled as much had I been wearing a 
swimming suit? 
I saw him this weekend at the wedding I 
performed for one of my cousins.  We 
talked about a number of things that we 
did as kids.  We were talking about this 
very thing when his father came up and 
said, “Do you remember when Jeffrey 
pulled you out of Lake Whitney?”  I 
remember and am very thankful. 
Let us be careful what we pursue.  Let 
us throw off everything that slows us 
down in our Christian walk.  Let us be 
thankful to those who saved our souls 
through the preaching and teaching of 
the gospel.  Let us run with endurance.  
Russell 
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The difference… 
Is CHRIST in me! 

Colossians 1:27 

We are looking for others 
who will... 

Become Part of the Family 
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� Mission Matters 
 

      The Garland Street congregation has always been a mission minded 
church, in keeping with Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:18 -20 to go into 
all the world to teach the gospel. 
 
     A local mission program, National Bible Studies, was started in 1970 
by Austin Meriwether and is still going strong today, with several local 
members involved each week. 
  
     The Huntsville Prison Ministry, currently led by Freddie Anderson, 
has been going since about the same time.  Most of the time of this mis-
sion effort has been under the oversight of the Garland Street church. 
  
 In 1991, Arturo & Juanita Martinez began a mission work in Victo-
ria  Tamaulipas, Mexico, under the oversight of the local congregation.  
Eleven congregations and a school of preaching have been established as 
a result of this work. 
 
 Recently, our congregation has been working with Benny and 
Donna Baker, with the Mision Para Cristo in Nicaragua.  We support 
Randy Carroll, son of Eddy and Linda Carroll, who is a missionary in 
Dresden, Germany.  Beginning this month, we are also supporting Mi-
chael Horn, who is now in Strasburg, France, as a missionary in the AIM 
program. 
  
 In the coming weeks, we will profile these various mission works 
to better inform the congregation about our mission efforts, who serves 
on the mission committees, and who our local workers are.   
 
 All of our mission efforts are to win lost souls for Christ Jesus and 
to bring praise, joy and honor to our Heavenly Father. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
· Care and Share will meet July 1 following 

evening services.  If you have a birthday in 
July please make plans for you and your 
family to attend, so we may honor you.  

· Benevolence Pick Up will be Sunday, July 1.  
Men will be at the exit doors following Morning 
Worship to take your donations. 

· Former Members of Ninth and Columbia 
Church of Christ are invited to Morning 
Services and a noon meal to Celebrate 100 
years on July 15.  Please call the church office 
if you plan to attend. 

· We will not have services July 15 here at our 
building.  Everyone is encouraged to attend 
Ninth and Columbia’s 100 year celebration. 
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All the Prayers of the Bible by Her-
bert Lockyer.  The author summa-
rizes all the prayers of the Bible 
from Genesis through Revelation, 

and analyzes what each book of the Bible has 
to say concerning prayer.  Reference/226.9 
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Tommy Burrus, Lubbock, TX 
Kieffer Sparks, Lubbock, TX 

Tony Diaz Family, Plainview, TX 
Stephanie James, Plainview, TX 

Jimmy and Mary Ann James, Plainview, TX 
Katrina Plank, Anson, TX 

Terry and Debbie Britton, Plainview, TX 
Jaycie, Kenzie, Brady Carroll, Amarillo, TX 

Parent’s Night Out-June 29 
Our youth, along with Eric Clark and Clint and Laura Pat-
terson, will be serving families with young children this 
evening by caring for their children so the parents can 

enjoy a special night out.  5:30—10:30 p.m. 
Supper not provided 
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ELDERS:     Neil Billingsley Deryl Clevenger Rob Lindsey 
 Weldon Melton       Steve Stokes 
                                     
DEACONS: Gary Alexander  Mike Allison 
 Jimmy Barnes   Neal Becker 
 Bobby Byrd   Scott Clevenger  
 Gary Miller  Grady Simmons 
 Mark True  Terry Underwood  
 Brent Wells 
  
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:  
Sunday:  Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:30 a. m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 
World Wide Web Home Page: www.gscoc.net  

OFFICE:  296-2708   fax: 296-2855    e-mail: gscoc@texasonline.net  
MINISTER :   
YOUTH MINISTERS: Eric Clark and Clint Patterson 
e-mail: youth@gscoc.net 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  June: Weldon Melton July: Steve Stokes 
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is published Tuesdays except for the last 

two weeks of December by the Garland St Church of Christ, 700 Garland St, 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MESSENGER, 700 
Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072 
 
Periodicals Postage Paid: Post Office in Plainview, TX 79072. 
 
 
 
 

	IN OUR PRAYERS 
Kace Swafford, Vanessa Jennings, Steve Turner, Jalyn Barber, Roger Ellison, 
Randa McDaniel, Mattie Lou Ellis, Carla Calhoun, Charles Clark, Trevor 
McGavock,  Sonny Sharrock, Floyd Sharrock, Lauren Hurst, Paul Frisbie, 
Danna Lamb, Bill Weger, Ken Stone, Clifford Marshall, Ollie Brown, Jessica 
Cobb, Rodney Hammons, Doris Hearn, Opal Yarborough, Jerry Settle, Linda 
Waters, Wanda Wallace, Kay Powell, Opal Barnes, Roy Stepherson, Linda 
Wilson, Cleo Crutchfield, Doyce Watson, Helen Elliot,  and Our Soldiers. 
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ABOUT OUR FAMILY  

Pam Hamby’s sister-in-law, Vanessa 
Jennings is being treated with medication at 
home for her heart problems. 
Frankie Griffin and Virginia Russell’s dad, Ed 
Moore, has a malignant mass behind his ear.  
He had surgery Monday, June 18.  He will have 
to have radiation. 
Frankie Griffin will be having more tests. 
Patsy Ulmer’s daughter, Kace Swafford had 
surgery Monday in Coppell. 
Christi Durham’s dad, Charles Clark had an 
appointment to see the doctor to see how his 
treatment worked for his bladder cancer. 
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Attention Parents and Students  
of 5th thru 8th grade levels 

      
The Education committee would like to meet 
with you ALL on Sunday, July 8th immediately 
following the A.M. Worship Service.  We will 
be serving a simple lunch of Pizza.  Look for a 
follow-up letter with more information. 
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BRAGGING RIGHTS 
Mallory Watson: Merit P (A Honor Roll All Year), Superin-
tendents Citation (Highest Average in Class),  Perfect Atten-
dance All Year and Star Award (good behavior) All Year. 
Courtney Watson:  Star Award All Year,  Book It Award All 
Year for Reading and Perfect Attendance 6th six weeks. 


