| Believe In Positive Preaching!

Throughout this great brother-
hood, there seems to be a renewed
emphasis on positive preaching, i.e.,
preaching upbuilding, non-critical ser-
mons on the good and indeed, won-
derful things in the Bible. And I, for
one, would like to announce to the
brotherhood that | believe in positive
preaching!

What splendor we behold as the
preacher exhorts on the beauty and
the glories of that eternally wonderful
place called Heaven! What happi-
ness fills and overflows our hearts
with joy when we hear the speaker
describe how we should love one
another. How happy yet humble we
fell when we listen to the minister tell
of the grace of God that He bestows
upon us, his undeserving, usually
unappreciative creatures. Oh yes!
Let it be known-I believe in positive
preaching! May it continue! May it
increase!

Yet, never let it be said that | be-
lieve in positive preaching only. On
the contrary, there is a place, and
furthermore, a need for negative
preaching, i.e., preaching rebuking,
reproving sermons on the darker
things in the Bible.

We need to hear of the miserable
consequences of sin. We have to be
reminded constantly that it is possible
to become lackadaisical (lazy) in our
work and worship and thus slip into
apostasy. We must be told what
God’s Holy Word teaches on adul-
tery, false teachers, and the horrors
of Hell.

Apparently, God approves of both
positive and negative preaching.
Hear His admonition unto Jeremiah:
“Then the Lord put forth his hand,
and touched my mouth. And the
Lord said unto me, Behold, | have put
my words in thy mouth. See, | have
this day set thee over the nations and
over the kingdoms, to root out, and to
pull down, and to destroy, and to
throw down, [negative] to build, and
to plant” [positive] (Jer. 1:9-10).

Jesus believed in both types of
preaching. He taught that whosoever
believes in Him shall be resurrected,
never again to die (John 11:25-26).
He said that we should always do
good unto our neighbor (Luke 10:30-
37). He admonished that his people
should be a forgiving folk (Mt. 6:14).
Yet he also spoke of the torments of
hell and that it is the eternal destiny
of most (Mt. 7:13-14, 21-23). He also
talked of hypocrisy and publicly pin-
pointed the Pharisees (Mt. 23).

Paul preached God's grace (Eph.
2:8) and the greatness of love (Rom.
5:8); yet he also warned of God’s
wrath (Rom. 1:18; 2:4-6) and the
danger of apostasy (Heb. 3:12).

John taught that we should love
and fellowship one another (1 John
3:11, 14); yet he also said that we
should not bid God speed to the false
teacher (2 John 9-11).

During my years in the church, |
have been in congregations that sel-
dom touched the negative. Sin and
hell were hardly ever mentioned. On
the other hand, | have seen churches
with almost no positive. The mem-
bers seemed to be afraid. Grace and
love were hardly spoken of.

Positive sermons? Yes. But com-
pletely? No.

Negative sermons? Indeed. But
exclusively? By no means.

We may not like preaching nega-
tively. | for one, have no pleasure in
preaching about eternal torment,
apostasy, etc. But Paul told Timothy
to “preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2). He
never told Timothy that he had to like
what he preached, be it positive or
negative.

Yes, we must preach the positive
and we must also preach the nega-
tive.

However, let us make every en-
deavor to have a proper balance in
our preaching, i.e. both positive and
sermons, any be so doing, be pleas-
ing to the Master, for both types have
a positive goal, i.e., to usher us into
Heaven! Steve D. Cline
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Thedifference...
Is CHRIST in me!
Colossians 1:27

We are looking for others
who will....
Become Part of the Family

Aug. 29 Fifth Wednesday Devo.
& Singing
Aug. 30 Three Bears Academy
Meet Your Teacher Night
Sept. 2 Benevolence Pick Up
Care and Share
Sept. 3 Office Closed
Sept. 5 Ladies’ Bible Class
Wednesday Night Meal
Sept. 9 Guest Speaker-
Mark Hackett
J. W. Hamby’s Life Group
Sept. 16 Shoeboxes due Today!



Turn a Shoe Box
INto a Smile

Three Easy Steps

1. Fill a shoebox with toys
school supplies, personal
items, clothing, candy and
other happy things for a boy,
or girl.
2. Wrap the box and lid sep
rately in holiday wrapping
paper. Use only a regular-
sized shoe box.
3. Designate whether the g

$5.00 on the top of ht box tq
cover the cost of shipping th
box to Central America

Please include about 10 items
per box. Do not include toys

that require batteries or Eng-
lish instructions. Mark the

boxes for boy, girl

and age if specific.

is for a boy or a girl and plage
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Fill Your
Box with
New Toys

Small cars, balls
dolls, stuffed animals,
harmonicas, yo-yo’s,

slinkies, picture books,
And other small toys

School Supplies
Pens, pencils and sharpeners,
crayons, markers, coloring books,
writing pads, paper

Personal Items

Toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap,
Combs, washcloths, hair clips

Clothing

Sunglasses, socks, T-shirts,
toy jewelry sets, watches

Filler

Include small amounts of hard candy suc
lollipops, mints,
Gum, etc.
PLEASE, NO CHOCOLATE OR
OTHER CANDY THAT CAN MELT.
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If you do not wish to do a complete box there is a box in the fofer
for you to donate items. You may also give a cash donation to jpelp
cover shipping or purchase items to be placed in the boxes

Deadline Is Sept. 16th




Denver Ford
Jim Gambrell
Ron Gammage

Brandon Joy

Raymon Hackett

Bobby Byrd

Glenn McDonald

Rodney Hearn

Grady and Tucker Simmons
Herb Purdon

Neal Becker
Scott Snipes

Evening Opening Prayer:
Evening Closing Prayer:
Westridge:

Prairie House:

Santa Fe House:
CommunionTo Shut-Ins
Jail: 09/4

Sound Board: 9/2 & 9/5
Computer: 9/20& 9/5

SEPTEMBER -2007
Nursery Workers: Shonda Ross

Kitchen: Pam Hamby & Inez Sooter

Daily Bread: Katie Brunson

ATTENDANCE BAROMETER
Lord’s Day 08/26/07
Bible Study 160
Sunday Morning 301
Sunday Evening 132
Wednesday Evening 80
Contribution $7455.15

WEDNESDAY LUNCHEONS-Auqust
Rock’N R Steakhouse

= Walter Martin’s Cults Reference Bi-
# ble by Walter Martin, PhD. The result
of 30 years of research, this book is a
reference tool to use for dealing with
the challenge of non-Christian cults.
Reference/220.5, M36w

August 29 will be our 5th Wednesday Night

Devo and Singing. NO CLASSES EXCEPT VBS
will meet in the VBS room before going into the
devo.

Mark Hackett will be our Guest Speaker
September 9th. All Adult Classes and the high
school class will meet in the fellowship hall for
Bible Class.

Wednesday Night Meals will begin Sept. 5th  at
6:00 p.m. Sheets are in the foyer for MONTHLY
TEAM LEADERS, COOKS AND HELPERS.

Three Bears Meet Your Teacher Night  will be
Thursday, August 30.

Benevolence Pick Up will be Sunday, Sept. 2nd.
Care and Share will meet Sunday, Sept. 2nd
following evening services.

If you have a September Birthday we would like

to invite you and your family to join us at Care

and Share to celebrate your birthday.

LCU PIE BOOTH! We will be helping with the pie
booth at the fair this year. Our day will be
Tuesday, Sept. 25th . We will need home baked
pies and cakes for the sale. There is a sign up
sheet on the table in the foyer.

Ladies’ Bible Class will began Wednesday,
September 5 at 10:00 a.m.

The office will be closed Monday, September 3.
Congratulations to Mark and Katie Lindsey  on
the birth of their new son, Luke Alan , born Friday,
August 24. He weighed 8 Ibs and 6 ozs, and was
19” long. His sister is Emily Ann and his grand-
parents are Rob and Evelyn Lindsey.

Cans for the High Plains Children’s Home  must
be turned in this week. They will pick them up the
end of the week.

PRIVILEDGED TO SERVE ©) ©
SUNDAY, September 2, 2007
Announcements: Steve Stokes
First Prayer: Scott Harmon
Closing Prayer: Kenneth Hooper | | "
Scripture Reading: Larry Golden # "
Lord’s Table: John Brunson
Luke Carpenter $ %! &
Eric Clark - =
Deryl Clevenger © ©
Lee Dougherty ANNOUNCEMENTS
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David and Ellen Jones, Amarillo, Texas
Bill and Darlene Gressett, The Colony, Texd
Sara Van der Leek, Kress, Texas
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Larry Hamby, Lydia Glenn, Waylon Johnson, EinelaBiblet and family,
Frankie Griffin, Leon Talley, Betty Foster, Lytt@tark, Maylene Mickey,
Roger Ellison, Mattie Lou Ellis, Carla Calhoun,&les Clark, Trevor
McGavock, Paul Frisbie, Danna Lamb, Ken Stonedriey Hammons, Doris
Hearn, Opal Yarborough, Jerry Settle, Wanda WallKkeg Powell, Opal
Barnes, Linda Wilson, Cleo Crutchfield, Sonny Sbekr Cheryl McKinley,
Doyce Watson, Valetta Frankenbery, Helen ElliognKeth Sjogren, Steve
Bertelson, Jim Adams, Beverly Kimbrough, Cindy Kignd Our Soldiets

ABOUT OUR FAMILY
Frankie Griffin had one day surgery Thursday, August
23rd.
Larry Hamby will have back surgery Thursday, August
30 at Northwest Texas Hospital in Amarillo.
Waylon Johnson received his second injection of Syn-
visc for his knee Tuesday. He will receive one more
next week.
Lydia Glenn is in BSA in Amarillo in room 604.
Einell Bramblett's husband, Hub passed away Saturday.
His services were Monday.
Terry Underwood’s mother, JoAnn Underwood will be
having surgery Wednesday, September 5 to remove a
skin cancer.
Oscar Butlar , a former member and elder, is having
problems with high blood pressure due to low sodium.
He is having tests to find out the cause.
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Dear Garland Street Church Family,

We want to express our heart felt appreciatioour wonderful
church for all the cards, visits, food, and esgdcieur prayers on ou
behalf during Lytton’s surgery. He recover is rekadle and he looks
forward to being back with all of you soon.

In Christian Love,
Lytton and Mertice Stark
Dear Elders and Family at the Garland Street Chaf¢hrist,

We enjoyed so much the time we spent with ydliank you so
much for having us. Whether it is me or anotherister-1 know the
Lord will bless your work in Plainview.

%&%&%&%&%&@&%% ek & Heanie Oversee

Aug. 26-Sept. 1 1Cor.1&2 | Cor.3-5 |Cor.6&7 | Cor.8-10 ICor.11&12 [Cor.13& 14 | Cor.15 & 16
Sept. 2—Sept. 8 1ICor.1&2 IICor. 3&4 l1Cor.5&6 IICor.7&8 1Cor.9&10 Il Cor.11& 12 Il Cor. 13
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Neil Billingsley  Deryl Clevenger Rob Lindsey POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MBSBSER, 700
Weldon Melton Steve Stokes Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072

: Gary Alexander Mike Allison Periodicals Postage PaidPost Office in Plainview, TX 79072.
Jimmy Barnes Neal Becker
Bobby Byrd Scott Clevenger
Gary Miller Grady Simmons
Mark True Terry Underwood
Brent Wells

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:
Sunday: Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:3%.aand 6:00 p.m.

ednesday Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

orld Wide Web Home Page www.gscoc.net
OFFICE: 296-2708 fax: 296-2855 e-mail: gscoc@texagsertiet
MINISTER :
[YOUTH MINISTERS: Eric Clark and Clint Patterson
le-mail: youth@gscoc.net
ELDER OF THE MONTH: Neil Billingsley
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is publish@diesdays except for the last
two weeks of December by the Garland St Churchhois 700 Garland St,
Plainview, Texas 79072




