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Dec. 16  1st & 2nd Grade lunch 
 Caroling at the Ellis 
 Youth Christmas Party 
 
Dec. 18 No Bulletin 
 
Dec. 19  No Ladies’ Class 
 
Dec. 20  Deliver Cheer Baskets  
 
Dec. 25 No Bulletin 
 
Dec. 26  No Ladies’ Class 
 Devo/singing 
 
Dec. 24-Jan. 1 Office Closed  
 
Dec. 30 Fifth Sunday Here 
 
Jan. 2 No Ladies’ Class 
 
Jan. 9 Wednesday Night  
 Fellowship resumes 
 
 
 
 
 

 I am so thankful that I do not 
live during the Mosaic age.  You 
know, under the sacrificial laws.  I 
am thankful that I don’t have to pre-
sent animal sacrifices to God. 

I remember what it felt like the 
first time I shot a bird or when I had 
to put down a dog or a cow.  There is 
something disturbing about taking the 
life of an animal.  I can only imagine 
that it would be even more disturbing 
to know that the animal had to die 
because of my sin, my selfishness, 
because of no fault of its own. 

We have been studying the 
sacrificial system on Wednesday eve-
nings.  We have seen that they were 
typical of the sacrifice of Christ.  In 
other words they were a foreshadow-
ing or a type of the ultimate sacrifice 
of Christ. 

The sacrifice of Christ, unlike 
the sacrifices prescribed through 
Moses, was perfect and sufficient.  
No other sacrifice is needed in order 
for our sins to be forgiven.  Yet, an-
other thought has been running 
through my head. 

These sacrifices were some-
times called gifts.  At this time of the 
year, most of us are scurrying around 
buying gifts for others.  It is some-
times hard to know what to get for 
someone else.  What do you get for 
someone who has everything? 

We are able to see in the 
Levitical sacrifices, that God always 
required the best of the flock, the first 
fruits of the land, those sacrifices that 
are without blemish.  Much emphasis 
was placed on these requirements as 
we read about these sacrifices being 
established. 

Since we have been blessed 
with the ultimate sacrifice of Christ, 
what does God want from us?  In a 
sense, what do you give God for 
Christmas?  He gave us the most lav-
ish gift that has ever been given, his              

Son!  So, what does he want in re-
turn? 

I think that it is as simple as, 
he wants our best.  I know that 
sounds trite.  However, let’s think 
about this for a little bit. 

God has given us, as Chris-
tians, many commands.  Some of 
them have to do with how we wor-
ship him.  Most, however, have to do 
with how we treat one another. 

"Through Jesus, therefore, let 
us continually offer to God a sacri-
fice of praise—the fruit of lips that 
confess his name. And do not forget 
to do good and to share with others, 
for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased." (Hebrews 13:15-16, NIV) 

How do I worship Him?  It is 
true that we can find in scripture that 
we are to worship Him in song, 
prayer, the reading or proclamation 
of his word, partaking in the Lord’s 
Supper and giving our money.  Yet 
the question that I find compelling is 
if God required the best of the flock 
under the Law of Moses, what does 
he require of me in these things?  
How often have you simply gone 
through the motions?  Have you 
bowed your head during a prayer and 
then realized near the end of that 
prayer that you don’t really know 
what was being prayed about?  How 
often do we fail to sing?  Do we 
really listen to the sermon?  What do 
we do during the Lord’s Supper?  Do 
we think about how blessed we are as 
we place our money in the tray? 

Do we ever think about how 
we are treating others?  God says for 
me to love, forgive, bear with, en-
courage and pray for others.  Do I do 
those things in the best way I can?  
Do I realize that these things are my 
sacrifice to God?  Let us give God 
what he deserves…our best!   

Russell Harris-12-6-2005 
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CHURCH  of CHRIST
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700 Garland Street 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 
806.296.2708  

 

gscoc@texasonline.net 
www.gscoc.net 

The difference… 
Is CHRIST in me! 

Colossians 1:27 

We are looking for others 
who will... 

Become Part of the Family 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Please welcome our new members: 
    Rex and Faith Redies  
     1205 Garland, Plainview, TX 79072 
Ladies’ Volunteer Sheets for 2008 are on 
the table in the foyer.  There are many areas 
of work for you to choose from.  If you have 
any questions contact Shonda Ross or the 
church office. 
Cheer Baskets will be delivered Thursday, 
December 20.  Please make plans to help 
delivery them.  More details next week. 
No Ladies’ Bible class Wednesday, 
December 19 or December 26.  
Wednesday, December 26 we will not have 
Bible classes everyone will meet in the 
auditorium for singing and a devotional. 
The office will be closed Monday, 
December 24 through Tuesday, January 
1. 
Benevolence Pick Up will be Sunday, 
January 6.  Men will be at the exit doors 
following morning services to take your 
donations. 
Care and Share will meet Sunday, January 
6 following evening services. 
Wednesday Evening Fellowship meals 
will resume January 9th. 
If you would like to pick up the name of a 
child to purchase a Christmas gift for please 
pick one up from the office this week.  Gifts 
need to be brought to the church office by 
Tuesday, December 18. 
GOOD NEWS:  We have had three new 
baptisms in Christ with the Jail Ministry.  
Tracy Bull, Candy Herrera and Juana 
Cordelo on Friday. 
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   Wyn,n , Manda, Aubrey Rosser, College Station, TX 
   Vianney Dominguez, Lubbock, TX 
   Barbara Stokes, Hale Center, TX    
    Jason, Randi & Hayden Higginbotham, Plainview, TX 
    Cadee Britton, Plainview, TX 

HELP NEEDED! 3404 Grandview 
Our New Preacher is Coming! YEA! 

He will be here to unload the first truck on  
Wednesday the 19th 9:30 a.m.  

Need people to help unload. 
 Arrive in Plainview by 5. p.m. Friday evening December 21. 

Need men to help unload truck Friday even�����
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ELDERS:     Neil Billingsley Deryl Clevenger Rob Lindsey 
 Weldon Melton       Steve Stokes 
                                     
DEACONS: Gary Alexander  Mike Allison 
 Jimmy Barnes   Neal Becker 
 Bobby Byrd   Scott Clevenger  
 Gary Miller  Grady Simmons 
 Mark True  Terry Underwood  
 Brent Wells 
  
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:  
Sunday:  Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:30 a. m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 
World Wide Web Home Page: www.gscoc.net  

OFFICE:  296-2708   fax: 296-2855    e-mail: gscoc@texasonline.net  
MINISTER :   
YOUTH MINISTERS: Eric Clark and Clint Patterson 
e-mail: youth@gscoc.net 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  Steve Stokes 
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is published Tuesdays except for the last 
two Tuesdays of December by the Garland St Church of Christ, 700 Garland St, 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MESSENGER, 700 
Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072 
 
Periodicals Postage Paid: Post Office in Plainview, TX 79072. 
 
 
 
 

	IN OUR PRAYERS 
Harlan Dizmang, Debbie Bowles, Dorothy Bradley, Raul Camacho,  Lynn Becker, Jack-
son Calhoun, Linda Carroll, , Cindy Valentine, Patti Allison, Shirley Igo, Ernest Bell, 
Whitney Smith, Larry Hamby, Leon Talley, Betty Foster, Maylene Mickey,  Mattie Lou 
Ellis, Carla Calhoun, Charles Clark, Paul Frisbie, Danna Lamb, Ken Stone,  Doris Hearn, 
Opal Yarborough, Jerry Settle, Wanda Wallace, Kay Powell, Opal Barnes, Linda Wilson, 
Cleo Crutchfield, Sonny Sherrock, Doyce Watson,  Kenneth Sjogren,  Jim Adams, Bev-
erly Kimbrough, Wesley Everidge, Mark Clark, Paul Godman, Dale Hyde, Becky Wat-
son, Cindy Kirby, Debbie Roberts, JoAnn Underwood, Christen Driver, Japheth James, 
The Nick Green Family, and Our Soldiers. 

ABOUT OUR FAMILY  
Judi Wiseman’s mother, Madelyn Usher passed 
away Friday.  Graveside services were Monday 
here in Plainview. 
Jimmie Barnes’ step-dad, Jerry Catlin passed 
away Tuesday morning.  His services were Friday 
here at Garland Street. 
Harlan Dizmang has a malignant tumor in his kid-
ney.  He had surgery Friday to remove the tumor.  
It has metastasized to the brain and will be having 
treatment for that at a later date.  He did not have a 
stroke. 
Raul Camacho is in Covenant hospital in Lubbock.  
He was to start dialysis Monday.   
Sharon Settle’s brother, Leon Talley has a tumor in 
his bladder.  
Neal Becker’s brother, Lynn Becker has prostate 
cancer.  He will be having surgery this month. 
Charlie Gonzales dad will have eye surgery this 
month.   
Terry Underwood’s mother, JoAnn Underwood 
had surgery on her neck to remove the cancer.  
Becky Watson had knee surgery Monday, Decem-
ber 10 in Amarillo. 
Nick Green and Family from Olton, they lost their 
home and everything Friday night in a house fire. 
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