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DEVELOPING INTIMACY 
WITH GOD! 
Second Key 

May the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be pleasing in 
your sight, O LORD, my Rock and 

my Redeemer.  Ps 19:14 
Way back in the Garden of Eden we 
saw Gods perfect picture of intimacy 
with Adam and eve.  They delighted 
in God and God delighted in them. 
God has always been a relational 
God, who truly does want an intimate 
friendship with each of us. Last week 
I said the first key to opening the door 
of intimacy with God is developing 
the habit of ‘talking’ with God.  We 
can experience Gods presence, by 
spontaneously communing with him 
in prayer. I Thess 5:16 says that we 
are to pray continually; giving 
thanks in all circumstances.  We need 
more than just one or two hours a 
week on Sunday to develop intimacy 
with God.  Worship to God should be 
a perpetual attitude.  The second key 
to developing intimacy with God is 
through spontaneous meditation of 
his word.  Meditation is simply fo-
cused thinking about a Bible verse in 
order to discover how it can be ap-
plied to daily living. We must re-
member that the word of God is liv-
ing and active. Heb 4:12  When we 
meditate on what God has done in the 
past, and what he is doing now, and 
what he has promised to do in the 
future, we have a lot to praise God 
for.  The psalmist writes, I remember 
the days of long ago; I meditate on 
all your works and consider what 
your hands have done. Ps 143:5 
Great is the LORD and most worthy 
of praise; his greatness no one can 
fathom! One generation will com-
mend your works to another; they 
will tell of your mighty acts. They 
will speak of the glorious splendor of 
your majesty, and I will meditate on 
your wonderful works.  They will tell 
of the power of your awesome works, 

and I will proclaim your great deeds.  
Ps 145:3-6 In Psalms chapter one, the 
psalmist describes the man who con-
tinuously {day & night} delights in 
meditating on Gods word.  He is like 
a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and 
whose leaf does not wither. Whatever 
he does prospers.  Ps 1:3 
Let me leave you with three reasons 
why you should meditate on Gods 
word. 
#1.  It is the key to becoming like 
Jesus. 
       Paul says something happens 
when one meditates on Gods word. 
       a. We are transformed by the 
renewing of our minds. Rom 12:2 
       b. We are also being transformed 
into his likeness  2 Cor 3:18 
#2.  It is the key to answered 
prayer. 
       Jesus said that if you remain in 
me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you      
       wish, and it will be given you.  
John 15:7 
#3.  It is the key to successful living.  
       Joshua says do not let this Book 
of the Law depart from your mouth; 
meditate on it      
       day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do everything written in it. 
Then you       
       will be prosperous and success-
ful.  Josh 1:8-9  
This week take the time needed to 
develop intimacy with God through 
spontaneous meditation of his 
word.  James writes: Therefore, get 
rid of all moral filth and the evil that 
is so prevalent and humbly accept the 
word planted in you, which can save 
you. Do not merely listen to the word, 
and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says. May God richly bless you as 
you humbly walk with your God.  
James 1:21f 
                                                  
             Anthony Dominguez. 
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Plainview, Texas 79072 
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gscoc@texasonline.net 
www.gscoc.net 

The difference… 
Is CHRIST in me! 

Colossians 1:27 

We are looking for others 
who will... 

Become Part of the Family 



 

  
“Why Doesn’t the Church of Christ Baptize Babies?” 

 
The New Testament often speaks about water baptism. John the Baptizer taught about it (Matt. 3:1-

11), Jesus taught about it (Ml. 16:16), the apostles taught about it (Acts 2:38), and first century evangelists 
like Philip taught about it (Acts 8:35-39). 
 
What about baptizing babies? Is it a scriptural practice? In order for it to be a scriptural practice, it must be 
authorized by the teaching of Jesus the Christ. He charges all men to observe the things that He commands 
(Matt. 28:20). As it is written in Colossians 3:17, all that we do is to be done in Christ’s name, that is, by 
His authority. If one were to read the New Testament from beginning to end, from Matthew 1:1 to Revela-
tion 22:21, he would find neither a Bible command to baptize babies nor a statement mentioning the bap-
tizing of such little ones. He would never find in the New Testament as example of baby baptism, nor 
would he read anything that implies that such a practice is authorized. Thus, the practice of baptizing in-
fants is unauthorized by the Lord. Such a practice owes its origin to men, not God (Matt. 21:25). Here is 
strike number one against baby baptism: it is unauthorized by the New Testament. 
 

Babies are not proper candidates for water baptism. That is strike number two against the baptizing 
of infants. One that is a proper candidate for water baptism is one that believes in Jesus and the Gospel 
(Mk. 16:16; Acts 8:37). Infants are unable to possess such faith, thus they cannot be baptized scripturally. 
 

Biblically speaking, one that is a proper candidate for baptism is also one that is a sinner. Simon 
Peter, acting as Jesus’ spokesman, told the Jews assembled on the Day of Pentecost to repent and be bap-
tized (Acts 2:38). The message of Acts 2:38 shows that repentance must precede baptism, and at the same 
time it also shows the purpose of baptism: “for the remission of sins.” 
 

In order for babies to be classified as “sinners,” and thus in need of repentance and baptism to wash 
away sins (Acts 22:16), then they must have in some way violated God’s law. This is so because the Bible 
defines sin as “lawlessness” or “transgression of the law” ( 1 Jn. 3:4). Only those who have broken God’s 
law are “sinners.” Peewee children may be “guilty” of a lot of things, but breaking or transgressing the law 
of God is not one of them! Therefore, babies are not sinners, and because they are not sinners, they are not 
proper candidates for baptism. “Why doesn’t the church of Christ baptize babies?” That is a good and fair 
question. One thought that comes to mind is this: Why should it? 
 

What scriptural reason is there that should cause the Lord’s church to baptize infants? The answer 
is, “There is none!” Through the ages many religious people have practiced and attempted to justify baby 
baptism. Friends, baby baptism is unscriptural. Such a practice is unauthorized by the Bible, and infants 
themselves are not proper candidates to receive water baptism. That is just the way it is. If we are going to 
stick with what the Bible says and allow it to guide us, always speaking as the oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11), 
then we will leave off the practice of baptizing babies. Not only will we not practice it ourselves, we will 
also do our best to help others to see what baby baptism really is: an invention of men that is both unneces-
sary and unauthorized. 

 
         Roger D. Campbell 
         Southside’s Salute 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST THURSDAY 
MORNINGS AT 7:00 a.m. 
Summer Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Class 
will meet Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Parlor. 
Elders’ Meeting Tuesday, July 8 at 7:00 pm.  
Fourth Sunday Fellowship Meal and 1:00 
service will be Sunday, July 27.  Please make 
plans to attend.  Weldon Melton, Neal Becker 
and Bobby Byrd are the elder and deacons in 
charge.  We need about eight people to help set 
and eight help to help clean.  There is a sign up 
sheet on the table in the foyer. 
New directories :  We are making preparations 
to finalize our new pictorial directories.   Please 
make sure your address and telephone 
information are up to date (per the last directory) 
and submit any necessary corrections. 
HELP NEEDED:  We need two people to 
cover the nursery on Sunday morning during 
worship and one or two people to cover daily 
bread during August.  
Response: We have a new brother in Christ.  
Carlos Thompson put on our Lord in baptism 
Sunday, July 6.  
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 Allie Bennett, Kress, Texas 
 Jeff, Angela, Will and Nora Blackmon, Wellington, TX 
 Susan Devin, Lubbock, Texas 
 Paul Fikes, Plainview, Texas 
 Rosanna Garcia, Tyler, Texas 
  Laney Golden, 
 Jimmy James, Plainview, Texas 
 Steve Jones, Childress, Texas 
 Lisa Kretzschmer, Hobbs, New Mexico 
 Sydney Lockridge, Plainview, Texas 
 Micki, Declan, and Delaney Lowe, Olton, Texas 
 Haleigh McGavock, Denton, Texas 
 Andrea Watson, Canyon Lake, Texas 
 Mike Woodard, Lubbock Texas 
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ELDERS:     Neil Billingsley Deryl Clevenger Rob Lindsey 
 Weldon Melton       Steve Stokes 
                                  
DEACONS: Gary Alexander  Mike Allison 
 Jimmy Barnes   Neal Becker 
 Bobby Byrd   Scott Clevenger  
 Gary Miller  Grady Simmons 
 Mark True  Terry Underwood  
 Brent Wells 
  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:  
Sunday:  Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:30 a. m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

World Wide Web Home Page: www.gscoc.net  

OFFICE:  296-2708   fax: 296-2855    e-mail: gscoc@texasonline.net  
MINISTER :  Anthony Dominguez home: 296-5744 cell: 292-2678 
YOUTH MINISTERS: Eric Clark cell: 584-4273 
                                        Clint Patterson: 839-2629 youth@gscoc.net 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  Deryl Clevenger  
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is published Tuesdays except for the last 
two weeks of December by the Garland St Church of Christ, 700 Garland St, 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MESSENGER, 700 
Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072 
 
Periodicals Postage Paid: Post Office in Plainview, TX 79072. 
 
 
 
 

	IN OUR PRAYERS 
Bobby Griffin, Judy Chambliss, Bobbie Rawdon, Evan  Free, Micah Mull, Cynthia 
Pinnell, Marge Gowan, Phil Wyszynski, Charlie Mickey, Todd & Connie Blevins,  
Janis Horton,  The Alex Dominguez family, Roberta Turner, Gary Alexander,  Dub 
Mercer,  Baylee Banning, Bill & Tweet Moore, Cleo Crutchfield, Harlan Dizmang,  
Dorothy Bradley, Raul Camacho,  Jackson Calhoun, Cindy Valentine, Billy Clay, Ben 
and Betty Foster, Maylene Mickey,  Mattie Lou Ellis, Carla Calhoun, Danna Lamb, Doris 
Hearn, Opal Yarborough, Jerry Settle, Wanda Wallace, Kay Powell, Opal Barnes, Linda 
Wilson, Cleo Crutchfield, Sonny Sherrock, Doyce Watson, Kenneth Sjogren,  Jim Ad-
ams, Beverly Kimbrough, Wesley Everidge, Paul Godman, , Cindy Kirby,  JoAnn Under-
wood, Christen Driver,  Lou Ann Lopez, Belinda Spencer,  Cory Crump and Our Sol-
diers. 

ABOUT OUR FAMILY  
Judy Chambliss will have a kidney biopsy 
Wednesday.   
Becky Watson’s uncle, Kenneth Haynes passed 
away.  His services will be Friday in Stonewall, 
Colorado. 
April Watson’s future father-in-law, Phil Wyszyn-
ski was in a car wreck and has a head injury.  It 
has caused him loss of memory and the use of 
his left arm. 
Loreta McBee’s  brother, Norman Hodges 
passed away at the age of 91.  His services were 
in Hereford on July 4th. 
Dale Mickey’s son, Charlie Mickey is taking 
chemo for the spots on his lungs.  Please keep 
him in your prayers.  
Ben Briones asks for prayers for his daughter, 
Iris .  She will be in court for a child custody case. 
Mark James’s brother, Ross James will be do-
nating a kidney to a lady in Tulia around the 
eighth of August.  Please keep them both in your 
prayers. 
Margarita Castaneda  is home from the hospital. 
Scott Harmon had 2 benign masses removed 
from his thyroid.   
Dan Davis is having problems with his neck.  He 
is going to the VA hospital in Lubbock.   If you 
could help with transportation, please call the  
office. 
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