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G A R L A N D  S T R E E T

CHURCH  of CHRIST
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700 Garland Street 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 
806.296.2708  

 

gscoc@texasonline.net 
www.gscoc.net 

The difference… 
Is CHRIST in me! 

Colossians 1:27 

We are looking for others 
who will... 

Become Part of the Family 



 

 

 

  
� Backsliding 

 
 The Lord called Israel’s apostasy backsliding. “For Israel slideth back as a backsliding 
heifer” (Hos. 4:16). Israel was supposed to be sheep who would follow the Shepherd wherever He led. 
Instead, they acted more like a stubborn heifer, who, instead of going forward and pulling in the yoke, 
was forever slipping and sliding backward in the yoke. The Lord said, “My people are bent to back-
sliding from me” (Hos. 11:7). He asked Jeremiah, “Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath 
done? She is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the 
harlot” (Jer. 3:6). Her sin was spiritual adultery, which was the worship of idols. 
 The Lord’s people in the church sometimes become like Israel. They backslide from Jesus and 
His church. The term “backslide” implies that a saved person can so sin so as to fall from grace and be 
finally lost. How ridiculous it is for a preacher to preach long and hard that a Christian cannot fall 
from grace, and then turn around and preach a sermon on backsliding! Scriptures repeatedly warn of 
the danger of falling from grace. “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 
Cor. 10:12). “Whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4).” Look to 
yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward” (2 
Jn. 8). Why would Scripture warn against falling from grace if we could not fall from grace? 
 Backsliding implies one who rebelliously and deliberately refuses to submit any longer to the 
yoke of Christ, rather than one who inadvertently and unintentionally stumbles and falls. Either way, 
one can lose his soul. But the latter is usually more likely to be brought back. We all need to be aware 
that the ground toward evil-doing and hell is downhill and very slippery. If we set our feet on it we can 
very well slide back. Temptations come to God’s people. The devil sees to that. James says we fall 
into divers temptations (Jas. 1:2). We must strive to overcome the temptations so that we do not slide 
back. “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way 
of escape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:12). There is a way of escape for every tempta-
tion, but we have to take it for it to be of benefit to us.  
 Those who backslide are in a wretched condition, though they may be unaware of it. They are 
lost in sin, once again destined for the devil’s hell. If they persist in that condition until they die, they 
will go there! They are even worse off than they were when they were alien sinners. Peter says, “The 
latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known it, 
than to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them according 
to the true proverb, the dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wal-
lowing in the mire” (2 Peter 2:20-22). 
 Backsliders may return and be restored into the grace of God. God said of Israel, “I will heal 
their backsliding, I will love them freely; for mine anger is turned away from them” (Hos. 14:4). The 
Lord pleaded with Israel to return. He said, “Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your 
backslidings” (Jer. 3:22). “Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their 
God.” (Hos. 3:5). The same is true of Christians who have backslidden. They may return and be re-
stored unto salvation. “Wherefore come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters” (2 Cor. 6:17-18). Backsliders may return to the Lord by confessing their sins 
(1 Jn. 1:9), repenting of their sins and praying to God for forgiveness (Acts 8:22). 
 Our plea to backsliders is “Come back.” 
 
        -borrowed 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal will be ham, 
green beans with new potatoes, Jell-O salad, rolls, 
and pie.  This will be the last Wednesday night 
fellowship meal until the first of January. 
Wednesday, November  26 we will have singing 
and a devotional only, NO CLASSES. 
Wednesday Morning Ladies’ Bible Class meets 
every Wednesday at 10:00.   Child care is 
provided.    
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST THURSDAY 
MORNINGS AT 7:00 a.m. 
Elder’s Meeting Sunday, Nov. 23 at 4:00 p.m. 
Budget Requests were due Sunday, November 
16.  Please turn them into the office. 
Ladies’ Holiday Brunch will be December 20 from 
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. in the home of Cynthia Pinnell. 
The office will be closed Nov 26-28th. 
We have a new brother in Christ: Fernando 
Hernandez was baptized Monday night. 
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ELDERS:     Neil Billingsley Deryl Clevenger Rob Lindsey 
 Weldon Melton       Steve Stokes 
                        
DEACONS: Gary Alexander  Mike Allison 
 Jimmy Barnes   Neal Becker 
 Bobby Byrd   Scott Clevenger  
 Gary Miller  Grady Simmons 
 Mark True  Terry Underwood  
 Brent Wells 
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:  
Sunday:  Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:30 a. m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

World Wide Web Home Page: www.gscoc.net  

OFFICE:  296-2708   fax: 296-2855    e-mail: gscoc@texasonline.net  
MINISTER :  Anthony Dominguez home: 296-5744 cell: 292-2678 
YOUTH MINISTER: Clint Patterson: 839-2629 youth@gscoc.net 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  Neil Billingsley 
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is published Tuesdays except for the last 
two weeks of December by the Garland St Church of Christ, 700 Garland St, 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 
 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MESSENGER, 700 
Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072 
 
Periodicals Postage Paid: Post Office in Plainview, TX 79072. 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT OUR FAMILY  
Queenie Davis had triple bypass surgery Thurs-
day morning at Northwest Texas Hospital.   
Coleen Bryant’s son-in-law, Kent Kelley passed 
away Tuesday, November 11. 
His memorial service will be Thursday in Kings-
land. 
Faith Redis is home after spending a few days in 
the hospital. 
Summer Coleman had a knot removed from the 
back of her head. 
Neil Billingsley’s uncle, John Billingsley passed 
away Sunday.  His services will be in O'Donnell 
Wednesday. 
Lytton Stark is the proud great-grandfather of a 
new great-granddaughter (his first).  Eva Louis 
Patrick of San Antonio.  Grandparents are Don 
and Karen Lowrance of Corpus Christi. 
Evelyn Davis passed away Thursday in Lubbock.  
Her services were Tuesday morning in Lubbock 
with graveside in Tuesday afternoon.  
Mark Lindsey’s grandfather-in-law, James May-
den had a mild stroke Wednesday, November 5 
and was able to return home Saturday.  He will 
have surgery in six weeks to clean out the artery to 
his brain.  Contact the church office if you would 
like his address. 
Whitney Smith will have brain surgery December 
9th in Denver.  
Coleen Bryant’s niece, Tracie Buchanan is in ICU 
in Fort Worth.  She is not doing very well.  The 
doctors can not find out what is wrong with her. 
Update from Shirley Hilburn on her grandmother, 
Marge Gowan.  She was given six months to live,  
she is now in her eighth month and still going 
strong.  Thanks to all who have prayed on her be-
half. 

�IN OUR PRAYERS 
Queenie Davis, Faith Redis, Summer Coleman, Coleen Bryant and family, 
Neil Billingsley and family, Whitney Smith, James Mayden, Roxie Igo, 
Zach Hoover, Tracie Buchanan, Beverly Lance, Noel Bradford, Dorothy 
Smith, Bob Barnett, Gary Alexander, Estelle South, Bobby and Frankie 
Griffin, Trevor McGavock, Judy Chambliss, Bobbie Rawdon, Micah 
Blankenship, Marge Gowan, The Alex Dominguez family, Roberta 
Turner, Bill & Tweet Moore, Dorothy Bradley, Jackson Calhoun, Cindy 
Valentine, Ben and Betty Foster, Maylene Mickey,  Mattie Lou Ellis, 
Carla Calhoun, Danna Lamb, Doris Hearn, Opal Yarborough, Jerry Settle, 
Kay Powell, Opal Barnes, Linda Wilson, Cleo Crutchfield, Sonny Sher-
rock, Doyce Watson, Jim Adams, Beverly Kimbrough, Wesley Everidge, 
Paul Godman,  JoAnn Underwood, Christen Driver, Cory Crump and Our 
Soldiers. 
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