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THE GRADUATION GOWN 

      “For I know the plans I have for 
you," declares the LORD, "plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.”  Jer. 
29:11-12  

     The last week of May is the time of 
the year we set aside for celebrating  
and honoring our graduates.  One of 
the celebrations we participate in is 
called the commencement.  A com-
mencement simply represents a new 
beginning or a new start for our high 
school or college graduates. Have you 
ever wondered were the legend of the 
cap and gown came from?  A long 
time ago, in ancient Greece, when for-
mal education was for the very rich, or 
the very determined, a wise old teacher 
was approached by a group of noble-
man.  “Our sons have completed their 
studies, and it is time for them to re-
turn to their homes and live in the style 
befitting their station.  On the morrow, 
we will hold a great banquet in their 
honor and expect them to be dressed in 
their finest garments”. The old man 
smilingly answered, “they will be 
there,” and he added, “appropriately 
dressed.”  The following day, the ban-
quet hall was filled with royalty and 
nobility dressed in dazzling jewels and 
costly finery.  Then came the great 
moment when the students entered 
with their beloved teacher.  A startled 
cry arose from the crowd.  For here 
were their young men dressed, not in 
the garments of the noble, but in sim-
ple sack-clothe robes, each carrying a 
mortar board- the mark of a common 
workman.  Let me explain,” spoke the 
teacher as he raised his hands for si-
lence. “Your sons are dressed in the 
clothing of the mason, for their destiny 
is to build.  Some will build cities, 
some will build lives- perhaps some of 
them may even build an empire.  How-
ever, make no mistake about it all will 
be builders.                      

     Thus, over the years, the cap and 
gown have become a traditional part of 
graduation, symbolizing the fact that 
our young men and woman will now 
have the opportunity to shape and 
build the future of the world.  A final 
word to our 2008 graduates.  As build-
ers of the future, I am convinced that 
time is one of the most precious gifts 
that God has given to our graduates.  
Tragically, I know of many who spend 
too much time living in the past, they 
feel regret for lost joys or shame for 
things badly done. Even when we 
think of the future, we spend to much 
time longing for it or dreading it. “The 
only way to live, is to embrace each 
second, each minute, each hour as an 
unrepeatable miracle.  Remember that 
Now is the time of your life.  In Psalms 
39, the psalmist gives us some insight 
into this gift called time. In David’s 
complaint to God, he said, “You have 
made my days a handbreadth, and my 
age is as nothing before You.  He 
meant that to an eternal God our time 
on earth is brief. He doesn’t want us to 
waste it. When we do, we throw away 
one of the most precious commodities 
He gives us. Each minute is an irre-
trievable gift—an unredeemable slice 
of eternity.  Graduates I want to chal-
lenge you to use it to advance the 
cause of Christ and to enhance your 
relationship with Him?   Solomon says 
in Eccl 12:13 Now all have been 
heard; here is the conclusion of the 
matter: Fear God and keep his com-
mandments, for this is the whole 
[duty] of man. Use your time well. 
Andrew Bonar, a great man of prayer, 
had three rules:  

1. Not to speak to any man before 
speaking to Jesus;  
2. Not to do anything with his hands 
until he had been on his knees;  
3. Not to read the papers until he had 
read his Bible. 

Anthony Dominguez 
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G A R L A N D  S T R E E T

CHURCH  of CHRIST
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700 Garland Street 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 
806.296.2708  

 

gscoc@texasonline.net 
www.gscoc.net 

The difference… 
Is CHRIST in me! 

Colossians 1:27 

We are looking for others 
who will... 

Become Part of the Family 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST THURSDAY MORNINGS 
AT 7:00 a.m. 
This is our last Wednesday night fellowship meal till 
September.  We will be serving hamburgers.. 
Austin Heights Church of Christ Annual Ladies Day 
Program: Saturday, June 7.  Theme “Running on Empty”.  
Registration form 8:30 to 9:00 AM.   
If you have a family member or friend on our prayer list 
please give the office an address.  We have cards and 
notes from time to time that needs to be sent. 
New Life Behavior Teacher packets are on the table in 
the foyer.  Please pick them up. 
CRADLE ROLL TEACHER NEEDED  for Sunday morning 
starting June 1st.  If you would like to teach or be a helper 
contact Dana Joy. 
Senior Recognition will be Sunday, May 25.  Seniors 
and their families need to set down front.  Please check 
the office for gifts. 
Bible Class promotion will be June 1st for preschoo l 
and school age children.  Parents please go by the 
age your child will be September 1st for the 
appropriate class.  School age children will attend  the 
class according to the grade level they will attend  in 
the fall. 
Vacation Bible School will begin Wednesday, June 4 
at 7:00 p.m.  It will run every Wednesday night thru 
August.  Make plans to attend. 
Congratulations to Hayley Clevenger she was inducted 
into the National Honor Society.  
Help:  If you would like take communion to the shut  
ins on Sunday afternoons.  It takes about 2-3 hours .  
We are on a six week rotation.  Couples would be 
great. 
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 Kip Cartwright, Oak Leaf, Texas 
 LaJuana Curry, San Angelo, Texas 
 Rita Driver, Wellington, Kansas 
 Paul Fikes, Plainview, Texas 
 Cynthia Gregory, Plainview, Texas 
 Sid and Gayleen McLean, Birmingham, Alabama  
 Thomas Jackson, Wellington, Kansas 
 Sidonia Sells, Stockdale, Texas 
 Kace & Cash Swafford, Coppell, Texas 
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ELDERS:     Neil Billingsley Deryl Clevenger Rob Lindsey 
 Weldon Melton       Steve Stokes 
                                  
DEACONS: Gary Alexander  Mike Allison 
 Jimmy Barnes   Neal Becker 
 Bobby Byrd   Scott Clevenger  
 Gary Miller  Grady Simmons 
 Mark True  Terry Underwood  
 Brent Wells 
  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:  
Sunday:  Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:30 a. m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

World Wide Web Home Page: www.gscoc.net  

OFFICE:  296-2708   fax: 296-2855    e-mail: gscoc@texasonline.net  
MINISTER :  Anthony Dominguez home: 296-5744 cell: 292-2678 
YOUTH MINISTERS: Eric Clark cell: 584-4273 
                                          Clint Patterson: 839-2629 youth@gscoc.net 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  Steve Stokes 
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is published Tuesdays except for the last 
two weeks of December by the Garland St Church of Christ, 700 Garland St, 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MESSENGER, 700 
Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072 
 
Periodicals Postage Paid: Post Office in Plainview, TX 79072. 
 
 
 
 

	IN OUR PRAYERS 
	 

Evan  Free, Micah Mull, Cynthia Pinnell, Charles Godfrey, Marge Gowan, Rudy Pena, 
Dale Mickey, Todd & Connie Blevins, Dustin Smith, Janis Horton,  The Alex 
Dominguez family, Fred Robertson, Roberta Turner, Gary Alexander, Bobby Griffin, 
Dub Mercer,  Baylee Banning, Bill & Tweet Moore, Cleo Crutchfield, Harlan Dizmang,  
Dorothy Bradley, Raul Camacho,  Jackson Calhoun, Cindy Valentine, Shirley Igo, Billy 
Clay, Betty Foster, Maylene Mickey,  Mattie Lou Ellis, Carla Calhoun, Paul Frisbie, 
Danna Lamb, Doris Hearn, Opal Yarborough, Jerry Settle, Wanda Wallace, Kay Powell, 
Opal Barnes, Linda Wilson, Cleo Crutchfield, Sonny Sherrock, Doyce Watson, Kenneth 
Haynes,  Kenneth Sjogren,  Jim Adams, Beverly Kimbrough, Wesley Everidge, Paul 
Godman, Dale Hyde, Cindy Kirby,  JoAnn Underwood, Christen Driver,  Lou Ann Lo-
pez, Belinda Spencer, Cory Crump and Our Soldiers. 
 

ABOUT OUR FAMILY  
Bobby Griffin will be having a liver biopsy, He 
has some hot spots on his liver. 
Neil Billingsley had a spot removed from his 
arm.  Please keep him in your prayers. 
Bob Pitts’s sister, Clara West passed away Fri-
day.  Her services were Saturday in Amarillo. 
Dorothy Bradley is in the Heart hospital in Lub-
bock. 
Betty Foster is in Plainview Covenant hospital 
Steve Barrett’s mother, Pauline Barrett is doing 
much better and will be in the rehab center for 
about a week before returning home. 
Shirley Hilburn’s grandmother, Marge Gowan , 
has metastatic cancer in her brain and kidneys.  
She lives in St. Louis, MO. 
Robert Barnes was hit by a drunk driver Sat-
urday night May 3rd.  He is ok just sore and has 
stitches in his head. 
Wayne and Barbara Wheeler’s grandson, Evan 
Faree has a very rare condition call Morphea 
Scleroderma.  They will be going to Baylor to 
see if there is any treatments for him. 
Bessie Lee Tinkle passed away Friday in San 
Angelo.  Her services were Monday at Korner-
stone funeral home. 
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