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RESTORING BROKEN FELLOW-
SHIP GODS WAY 

 
Fifth Principle 

 
Matt 12:36-37 

I tell you that men will have to give ac-
count on the Day of Judgment for every 

“ careless” word they have spoken.  For by 
your words you will be acquitted, and by 

your words you will be condemned."   
Last week I shared with you the third bibli-
cal principle for restoring broken fellow-
ship. I said that we are to *Endeavor to 
admit our part of the conflict.* Today I 
want to share the fifth principle in restoring 
broken fellowship.  Address the problem, 
not the person.  You cannot solve your 
conflict if you’re obsessed with blaming 
the other person.  Keep your focus on the 
issues instead of giving the other person a 
piece of your mind.  You have to decide 
whether or not you are going to choose the 
lower ground and lash out and murder your 
brother with your words, or are you going 
to choose the higher ground, and hold your 
tongue and view that person as someone 
who has been made in the image of God?  
Listen to what Jesus says in regards to the 
sixth commandment.  "You have heard that 
it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not 
murder, and anyone who murders will be 
subject to judgment.  But I tell you that 
anyone who is angry with his brother will 
be subject to judgment.  Again, anyone 
who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answer-
able to the Sanhedrin.  But anyone who 
says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the 
fire of hell. 
Matt 5:21 We must decide before hand, 
that we are going to address the problem 
and not the person.  The tongue has the 
power of life and death in them.  Men have 
died for saying the wrong thing! Prov 
18:21 
 
May I suggest 4 things you can remember 
to be the next time you are face to face 
with someone who doesn’t see eye to eye 
with you. When addressing the problem? 
 
#1.  Be tender! 
Prov 15:1 
A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a 
harsh word stirs up anger.  
#2.  Be truthful! 
Prov 15:4 
The tongue that brings healing is a tree of 

life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the 
spirit. 
#3.  Be timely!  
Prov 15:23 
Everyone enjoys giving good advice, and 
how wonderful it is to be able to say the 
right thing at the right time!  TLB 
#4.  Be thoughtful! 
Prov 16:24 
Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to 
the soul and healing to the bones.  

 
We will never get the other person to open 
up their hearts to our words, as long as they 
feel we are attacking them.  In restoring 
broken fellowship with a brother or sister 
who has something against us, we must 
remember that the way we address the 
content of our words is just as important, 
as to what was said.  A wise man's heart 
guides his mouth, and his lips promote 
instruction.   Prov 16:23-24 
 
May we all this week strive to “address the 
problem, not the person”. 
Our brother Paul says that we are not to 
let any unwholesome talk come out of our 
mouths, but only what is helpful for build-
ing others up according to their needs, that 
it may benefit those who listen.  And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.  
Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, 
brawling and slander, along with every 
form of malice. Be kind and compassionate 
to one another, forgiving each other, just 
as in Christ God forgave you.  Eph 4:29 
wise man's heart guides his mouth, and 
his lips promote instruction.   Prov 16:23-
24 
 
May we all this week strive to “address the 
problem, not the person”. 
Our brother Paul says that we are not to 
let any unwholesome talk come out of our 
mouths, but only what is helpful for build-
ing others up according to their needs, that 
it may benefit those who listen.  And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.  
Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, 
brawling and slander, along with every 
form of malice. Be kind and compassionate 
to one another, forgiving each other, just 
as in Christ God forgave you.  Eph 4:29 
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700 Garland Street 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 
806.296.2708  

 

gscoc@texasonline.net 
www.gscoc.net 

The difference… 
Is CHRIST in me! 

Colossians 1:27 

We are looking for others 
who will... 

Become Part of the Family 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST THURSDAY MORNINGS 
AT 7:00 a.m. 
Jr. High will meet in the Library this summer for 
Sunday morning and Wednesday nights all summer. 
Austin Heights Church of Christ Annual Ladies Day 
Program: Saturday, June 7.  Theme “Running on 
Empty”.  Registration form 8:30 to 9:00 AM.   
If you have a family member or friend on our prayer list 
please give the office an address.  We have cards and 
notes from time to time that needs to be sent. 
New Life Behavior Teacher packets are on the table in 
the foyer.  Please pick them up. 
CRADLE ROLL HELPERS NEEDED  for Sunday 
morning.  If you cover one or two Sunday’s this summer 
as a helper contact Dana Joy. 
Vacation Bible School will begin Wednesday, June 4 
at 7:00 p.m.  It will run every Wednesday night thru 
August.  Make plans to attend.   
Help:  If you would like take communion to the shut  
ins on Sunday afternoons.  It takes about 2-3 hours.  
We are on a six week rotation.  Couples would be great. 
We have a new sister and brother in Christ:  Nocona  
Hill was baptized Wednesday night.  Janie Archer is her 
Aunt.  Matthew Ryan Vail was baptized Sunday morning. 
Paula and Mary Frisbie have moved to Hereford. 
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Handbook on Baptism by J. W. Shep-
herd.  The first edition of this book was 
published in 1894.  This is a 1972 re-
published version with some material 
updated in 1912.   

It is an interesting presentation of early church 
leaders’ debate principles on the subject of bap-
tism.  Church: CH S4h 
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 Jaycie Carroll, Amarillo, Texas 
 Jerry, Susan and Kevin Devine, Lubbock, Texas 
 Paul Fikes, Plainview, Texas 
 Carol, MacKenzie and Carson King, Ulysses, Kansas 
 Jan Newman, Abilene, Texas 
 Tyler Rye, Plainview, Texas 
 Roy & Bettie Smith, Fort Stockton, Texas 

Dave’s Need for Speed 
Sunday, June 22 from 6:00—8:00 P.M. 

*Meet at the building at 4:45 P.M.to Caravan 
The Youth Group would like to invite 
ANYONE who is interested to join us  

for racing, pizza, and fun! 
Children 5th grade and under should be  

accompanied by an adult, please. 
Cost: $20.00 if driving or riding in race cars 

$10.00 if only eating and hanging out 
Sign up sheet outside the youth room 

Youth Group: We need your help with deserts! 



ELDERS:     Neil Billingsley Deryl Clevenger Rob Lindsey 
 Weldon Melton       Steve Stokes 
                                  
DEACONS: Gary Alexander  Mike Allison 
 Jimmy Barnes   Neal Becker 
 Bobby Byrd   Scott Clevenger  
 Gary Miller  Grady Simmons 
 Mark True  Terry Underwood  
 Brent Wells 
  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:  
Sunday:  Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:30 a. m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

World Wide Web Home Page: www.gscoc.net  

OFFICE:  296-2708   fax: 296-2855    e-mail: gscoc@texasonline.net  
MINISTER :  Anthony Dominguez home: 296-5744 cell: 292-2678 
YOUTH MINISTERS: Eric Clark cell: 584-4273 
                                          Clint Patterson: 839-2629 youth@gscoc.net 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  Neil Billingsley 
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is published Tuesdays except for the last 
two weeks of December by the Garland St Church of Christ, 700 Garland St, 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MESSENGER, 700 
Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072 
 
Periodicals Postage Paid: Post Office in Plainview, TX 79072. 
 
 
 
 

	IN OUR PRAYERS 
	 

The Robertson Family, Shirley Igo, Bobby Griffin, Bobbie Rawdon, Evan  
Free, Micah Mull, Cynthia Pinnell, Marge Gowan, Rudy Pena, Dale Mickey, 
Todd & Connie Blevins, Dustin Smith, Janis Horton,  The Alex Dominguez 
family, Roberta Turner, Gary Alexander, , Dub Mercer,  Baylee Banning, Bill 
& Tweet Moore, Cleo Crutchfield, Harlan Dizmang,  Dorothy Bradley, Raul 
Camacho,  Jackson Calhoun, Cindy Valentine, Billy Clay, Betty Foster, 
Maylene Mickey,  Mattie Lou Ellis, Carla Calhoun, Paul Frisbie, Danna 
Lamb, Doris Hearn, Opal Yarborough, Jerry Settle, Wanda Wallace, Kay 
Powell, Opal Barnes, Linda Wilson, Cleo Crutchfield, Sonny Sherrock, Doyce 
Watson, Kenneth Haynes,  Kenneth Sjogren,  Jim Adams, Beverly 
Kimbrough, Wesley Everidge, Paul Godman, Dale Hyde, Cindy Kirby,  
JoAnn Underwood, Christen Driver,  Lou Ann Lopez, Belinda Spencer, Cory 
Crump and Our Soldiers. 
 

ABOUT OUR FAMILY  
Bryon Robertson had a massive heart attack 
Wednesday.  His services were Saturday morning 
here at Garland Street. 
Bobby Rawdon had an open biopsy Thursday in 
Lubbock.  She had to be taken back to surgery be-
cause of some complications.   She is home and will 
begin treatments soon. 
Bobby Griffin saw his doctor Friday and will have a 
port put in.  He will start chemo as soon as the port is 
in place. 
Beverly McDonald’s uncle, Ralph Anderson has can-
cer.  
Dorothy Bradley was dismissed from the Heart Hos-
pital.  She is at her daughter’s home in Lubbock.   
Baylee Banning is finished with her radiation.  She 
will have a scan in one month.  She was able to at-
tend Bible class for the first time.   
Inez Sooter’s great-nephew, Mathew Williams has 
been sent home.  Nothing more can be done for him.  
Please keep them in your prayers. 
Perry Walker had an angio-gram Monday and spent 
the night in the hospital. 
Ernest Bell is in the hospital. 
Inez Sooter’s great-nephew, Matthew Williams is 
home from the hospital.  There is nothing more that 
can be done for him.   
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