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The Crown of Glory 
 

I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward in 

Christ Jesus.  Phil 3:14 
 

The opening of the 2008 Olympics in 
Beijing China will long be remem-
bered as one of the most spectacular 
spectacles on record.  Hundreds of 
thousands of people from all over the 
world have gathered in and around 
the Olympic stadium to show their 
appreciation for their countries ath-
letes.  These dedicated athletes train 
most of their lives for a chance to 
earn a bronze, silver, or gold medal.  
As I listen to their stories of how they 
got to the Olympics, it becomes very 
clear that the cost of being an Olym-
pian is too high. What good is it for a 
man to gain the whole world, yet for-
feit his soul? Or what can a man give 
in exchange for his soul? Mark 8:36f  
The financial cost, the relational cost, 
the emotional cost, the spiritual cost 
is staggering.  The world’s temporary 
accolades, accomplishments, and ap-
plause seem so trivial and insignifi-
cant compared to what Jesus offers 
every man. He offers every man who 
will follow him a crown of glory that 
will never fade away, and an inheri-
tance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade-kept in heaven for us, . 1 Peter 
1:4-5, I Pet 5:4  The Apostle Paul 
says that everyone who competes in 
the games goes into strict training.  
They do it to get a crown that will not 
last; but we do it to get a crown that 
will last forever.  Therefore I do not 
run like a man running aimlessly; I do 
not fight like a man beating the air.  
No, I beat my body and make it my 
slave so that after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be disquali-
fied for the prize. 1 Cor 9:24f  Listen 
to what Paul said about all his accom-
plishments, accolades, and applause 
that he received in his earlier years. 
He says whatever was to my profit I 

now consider loss for the sake of 
Christ. What is more, I consider eve-
rything a loss compared to the sur-
passing greatness of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have 
lost all things. I consider them rub-
bish, that I may gain Christ.  Phil 
3:8f 
He considered his life worth nothing 
if he could not finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus had 
given him of testifying to the gospel 
of God's grace. Acts 20:24 

 
I want to encourage us to focus on 

three things this week 
#1.  Focus on Heaven. 
       Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where     
       Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God.  Set your minds on things 
above, not on     
       earthly things.  When Christ, who 
is your life, appears, then you also 
will appear with   
       him in glory.  Col 3:1f 
#2.  Focus on Jesus 
       Let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily en-
tangles, and let   
       us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes 
on Jesus, the  
       author and perfecter of our faith. 
Heb 12:1f 
#3.  Focus on finishing the race 
       I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. Now there  
       is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge,   
       will award to me on that day-and 
not only to me, but also to all who 
have longed for   
       his appearing.  2 Tim 4:6f 
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700 Garland Street 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 
806.296.2708  

 

gscoc@texasonline.net 
www.gscoc.net 

The difference… 
Is CHRIST in me! 

Colossians 1:27 

We are looking for others 
who will... 

Become Part of the Family 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
VBS PARENTS you must stop by the check 
in table when you drop your child this week 
to sign a release form, so they may go with 
us to the nursing home next Wednesday, 
August 20.   
Wednesday August 27, at 6:00 p.m. we will 
have a Hot Dog for the end our VBS.   
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 Verlonda Curry, Plainview, Texas 
 Susan and Kevin Devine, Lubbock, Texas 
 Stacy Hood, Alyssa, Koby and Karson, Jacksboro, TX 
 Jared Orfneros, Plainview, Texas 
 Karla Nelson, Keene, CA 
 Sherri and Holly Sullivan, Sanger, Texas 
 Grayson, Grant and Laney Golden 
 Terry and Debbie Britton, Midland, Texas 
 Bailey Reese, Plainview, Texas 
 Eryn Vaughan, Lawton, Oklahoma 
 Lyle McNeil, Cody, Wyoming 
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ELDERS:     Neil Billingsley Deryl Clevenger Rob Lindsey 
 Weldon Melton       Steve Stokes 
                                  
DEACONS: Gary Alexander  Mike Allison 
 Jimmy Barnes   Neal Becker 
 Bobby Byrd   Scott Clevenger  
 Gary Miller  Grady Simmons 
 Mark True  Terry Underwood  
 Brent Wells 
  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:  
Sunday:  Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:30 a. m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

World Wide Web Home Page: www.gscoc.net  

OFFICE:  296-2708   fax: 296-2855    e-mail: gscoc@texasonline.net  
MINISTER :  Anthony Dominguez home: 296-5744 cell: 292-2678 
YOUTH MINISTERS: Eric Clark cell: 584-4273 
                                        Clint Patterson: 839-2629 youth@gscoc.net 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  Rob Lindsey  
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is published Tuesdays except for the last 
two weeks of December by the Garland St Church of Christ, 700 Garland St, 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MESSENGER, 700 
Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072 
 
Periodicals Postage Paid: Post Office in Plainview, TX 79072. 
 
 
 
 

	IN OUR PRAYERS 
Settle and Tally families, Laci King,  Melinda Meriwether, Trevor 
McGavock, Judy Chambliss, Bobbie Rawdon, Evan  Free, Micah 
Mull, Cynthia Pinnell, Marge Gowan, Phil Wyszynski, Charlie 
Mickey, Todd & Connie Blevins, Janis Horton,  The Alex 
Dominguez family, Roberta Turner, Gary Alexander,  Dub Mer-
cer,  Baylee Banning, Bill & Tweet Moore, Cleo Crutchfield, 
Harlan Dizmang,  Dorothy Bradley, Raul Camacho,  Jackson 
Calhoun, Cindy Valentine, Billy Clay, Ben and Betty Foster, 
Maylene Mickey,  Mattie Lou Ellis, Carla Calhoun, Danna Lamb, 
Doris Hearn, Opal Yarborough, Jerry Settle, Wanda Wallace, Kay 
Powell, Opal Barnes, Linda Wilson, Cleo Crutchfield, Sonny 
Sherrock, Doyce Watson, Gene Watson, Kenneth Sjogren,  Jim 
Adams, Beverly Kimbrough, Wesley Everidge, Paul Godman,  
Cindy Kirby,  JoAnn Underwood, Christen Driver,  Lou Ann 
Lopez, Belinda Spencer,  Cory Crump and Our Soldiers. 
 

ABOUT OUR FAMILY  
Sharon Settle’s dad, Alton Tally , 
passed away Tuesday morning.  His 
services are pending. 
Please keep Laci King in your prayers.  
She was having complications with her 
pregnancy (identical twin girls) last 
week, but is okay now. 
Bobbie Rawdon’s tumor has stopped 
growing; which means they have the 
right chemotherapy treatment.  The doc-
tors are going to increase the dosage 
and plan to eliminate the tumor. 
John and Venita McGavock’s son, 
Trevor McGavock is home from the 
hospital. 
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