When God Seems Far Away!

Why, O LORD, do you stand far
off? Why do you hide yourself in
times of trouble?

Ps 10:1

Have you ever felt like God has
forsaken you? Have you ever felt
like your prayers never made it
past the tip of your nose? Have
you ever felt like God was sleep-
ing when you prayed to him? In
psalms 44, David says to God,
Awake, O Lord! Why do you
slee® Rouse yourself! Do not
rejectus forever. Why do you
hide your face andorget our
misery and oppressioPs 44:23
What are we to do when it seems
like God is a million miles away?

in the blank. Their are going to
be times in your life when it is
just you and God eyeball to eye-
ball. No family support, no fi-
nancial support , no emotional
supportnothing! but your faith &
trust in almighty God. Will you
trust God when he seems far
away? When he seems to have
forsaken you? The singing group
Casting Crowns wrote a song en-
titled 1 will praise you in the
storm. The chorus of the song
goes like this: | will praise you in
this storm, and | will lift my
hands, for you are who you are,
no matter where | am, every tear
I've cried, you hold in Your hand,
You nevetdeft my sideAnd
though my heart is torn | will
praiseYou in this storm The

For 47 chapters in the book of Jobmost intimate level of worship to

God is silent! Not a word, there is
no communication from God
while Job is going through a se-
vere crisis in his lifeThis man

lost his family, his livelihood, his
health, he lost everything but his
integrity in a single day? His so

God ispraising & worshiping

Him when you are going through
a storm. | want to challenge you
this week to do what Job did
when he was going through his
storm. Praise & worship God in
the storm. Job got up and tore his

called friends made matters worsgobe and shaved his head. Then

by suggesting that Job is being
punished by God for some secret
sin he is not confessing. God’s
main point in the story of Job is
this: | am worthy to beraised
andworshippedregardless of
what you may or may not receive
from me. Sooner or latezyery-
onein this life has their
“crutches” kicked out from un-
derneath them. Let’s be honest,
all of usstill have “crutches” that
God wants to wean us off of.
Your crutches may be your fami-
lies, friends, careers, health, bank
accounts, achievements. You fill

he fell to the ground iworship

and said: "Naked | came from my
mother's womb, and naked | will
depart. The LOR@aveandthe
LORD hastakenaway; may the
name of the LORD bpraised.

Job 1:20-22Whether you sense
Gods presence or not, God wants
each of us to know that he is not
far from any one of usActs

17:27b God has said,Never will

| leaveyou; never will Iforsake
you. Heb 13:5
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CHURCH of CHRIST

700 Garland Street
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Thedifference...
Is CHRIST in me!
Colossians 1:27

We are looking for others
who will....
Become Part of the Family
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Clarence Riley and Family, Plainview, Texa:
Aaron and Sarah Turner, College Station, T
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Kerwin Oliver, Littlefield, Texas
Sid and Gayleen McLean, Hoover, AL

Jennie Johnson and Ashleigh, Lubbock, Te

Jim and Sharon Crew, Wichita, KS
Jeff, Angela, Will and Nora Blackmon
Jan Newman, Abilene, Texas

J. R. Steeele, Plainview, Texas

Billy Kennedy, Plainview, Texas
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST THURSDAY
MORNINGS AT 7:00 a.m.
New Life Behavior Teachers : There will be a
short meeting in the library for the new teachers
for NLB after Wednesday evening services. Also
the NLB teachers packet for September, October,
November and December will be ready to pick up.
Wednesday Morning Ladies’ Bible Class  will
resume Wednesday, September 3rd at 10:00 am.
A new Ladies visitation program to visit shut-
ins is being organized. Those interested
contact Martha Pitts or Crystal Dominguez. Cards
are in the Library.
Sunday, August 31 we will host the Fifth
Sunday Service and Fellowship meal with 9th
and Columbia. Please bring a dessert for the
sandwich supper that will follow evening
services.
VBS PARENTS YOU MUST STOP BY AND
SIGN a release form as you drop your children
off WEDNESDAY NIGHT. They will not be able
to go with us to the nursing home if you have
not signed a release.
Wednesday August 27, at 6:00 p.m.  we will
have a Hot Dog for the end our VBS.
Is your can of change FULL yet?  The children
at High Plains Children’s Home need your help.
Deadline to turn your can into the office is
Sunday, August 26th.
Benevolence Pick Up will be Sunday,
September 7. Men will be at the exit doors to take
your donations following the morning service.
Care and Share will meet following the evening
service Sunday, September 7.
J. W. Hamby’s Life Group will meet Sunday,
September 14.
CONGRATULATIONS: We have a new brother
and two new sisters in Christ. Alberto Estrada
was baptized Wednesday night following evening
services. Crystal Martinez and Brandy
Yarbrough from the jail ministry were baptized

Friday, August 15th.
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Neil Billingsley
Weldon Melton

Deryl Clevenger
Steve Stokes

Rob Lindsey

Mike Allison

Neal Becker
Scott Clevenger
Grady Simmons
Terry Underwood

: Gary Alexander
Jimmy Barnes
Bobby Byrd
Gary Miller
Mark True
Brent Wells

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:
Sunday: Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:3®%.2and 6:00 p.m.

ednesday Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

orld Wide Web Home Page www.gscoc.net
OFFICE: 296-2708 fax: 296-2855 e-mail: gscoc@texasertiet
MINISTER : Anthony Dominguez home: 296-5744 cell: 292-2678
[YOUTH MINISTERS: Eric Clark cell: 584-4273

Clint Patton: 839-2629 youth@gscoc.net

ELDER OF THE MONTH: Rob Lindsey
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is publishd@diesdays except for the last
wo weeks of December by the Garland St Churchhofs§ 700 Garland St,
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IN OUR PRAYERS
The Camacho Family, Bobby and Frankie Griffin, Lidoig,
Melinda Meriwether, Trevor McGavock, Judy ChamhlBebbie
Rawdon, Evan Free, Micah Mull, Cynthia Pinnell,rigla Gowan,
Phil Wyszynski, Charlie Mickey, Todd & Connie Blegi Janis Hor
ton, The Alex Dominguez family, Roberta TurnerygAlexander,
Dub Mercer, Baylee Banning, Bill & Tweet Moore g8ICrutch-
field, Harlan Dizmang, Dorothy Bradley, Raul Catmac Jackson
Calhoun, Cindy Valentine, Billy Clay, Ben and Befgster,
Maylene Mickey, Mattie Lou Ellis, Carla Calhounamnha Lamb,
Doris Hearn, Opal Yarborough, Jerry Settle, Wanddlade, Kay
Powell, Opal Barnes, Linda Wilson, Cleo Crutchfiesnny Sher-
rock, Doyce Watson, Jim Adams, Beverly Kimbrougtesléy
Everidge, Paul Godman, Cindy Kirby, JoAnn UndesdioChristen
Driver, Lou Ann Lopez, Belinda Spencer, Cory Cpuamd Our
Soldiers.

ABOUT OUR FAMILY
Congratulations to Jimmy and Heather Barcheers on the
birth of a son, Kylan Adan Ryan was born Friday, Au-
gust 15. Proud grandparents are Rod and Debbie Hearn
and great-grandparents Waylon and Joy Johnson.
Mertice Stark had surgery Tuesday at Covenant hospi-
tal Plainview.

Frankie Griffin  will be having a shot in her neck for pain.
Bobbie Griffin is still taking chemo treatments.

Roberta Turner returned home Friday after spending a
few days in BSA hospital in Amarillo with viral pneumo-
nia.

Gary Alexander is in the hospital with back problems.
Sharon Settle’s dad, Alton Tally , passed away Tuesday,
August 12. His services were Thursday in Friona.

John and Venita McGavock’s son, Trevor McGavock is
out of the hospital.

Bobbie Rawdon’s tumor has stopped growing; which
means they have the right chemotherapy treatment. The
doctors are going to increase the dosage and plan to
eliminate the tumor.

Wesley Everidge , sixteen year friend of Lila Driver, had
brain surgery Monday, Aug. 11 at John Hopkins. Please
keep him in your prayers.

Congratulations to Lila Driver on the birth of her great
grandson, Clay Uriah Baker . He was born July 31st in
Kansas and weighed 6 pounds and 8 ounces.
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