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Protecting Our Vineyards 
 

Catch for us the foxes, the little 
foxes that ruin the vineyards, our 
vineyards that are in bloom. Song 

2:15 
 
Song of Songs is a moving love 
story full of passion and drama.  It 
captures the romance and love be-
tween a simple Jewish Shula mite 
maiden and her lover, Solomon the 
King.  She is keenly aware that in 
order to enjoy the full bloom of 
love, one must address the seem-
ingly small problems of life today, 
before they escalate into bigger 
ones tomorrow.  The little foxes are 
an example of the kinds of prob-
lems that can disturb or destroy a 
relationship.  The lovers wanted 
anything that could potentially 
cause problems between them to be 
removed.  It is often the “little 
foxes” that cause the biggest prob-
lems in relationships.  These irrita-
tions must not be minimized or ig-
nored, but identified, so that, our 
relationships can continue to 
bloom. These unchecked “little 
foxes” that are tolerated in our rela-
tionships can completely wipe out 
any vineyard.  Sampson records the 
devastation that little foxes can do 
to a vineyard.  The Bible says that 
he went out and caught three hun-
dred foxes and tied them tail to tail 
in pairs. He then fastened a torch to 
every pair of tails, lit the torches 
and let the foxes loose in the stand-
ing grain of the Philistines.  He 
burned up the shocks and standing 
grain, together with the vineyards 
and olive groves. Judge 15:4f  The 
Apostle Paul will call these “little 
foxes” by another name.  He will 
ask don't you know that a “little 
yeast” works through the whole 

batch of dough?  In other words a 
little bit of “sin” can ruin the whole 
vineyard. 1 Cor 5:6 
Today we have spiritual foxes that 
are capable of entering and ruining 
all kinds of  blossoming vineyards.  
Satan strategically sends these little 
foxes to the vineyards of our faith, 
our families, and our friends.  I 
have listed six foxes that can dev-
astate a vineyard if they are not 
caught and “nipped in the bud.” 
1.  A little bit of unbelief.   
     Make sure there is no man or 
woman, clan or tribe among you 
today whose heart turns      
     away from the LORD our God 
to go and worship the gods of those 
nations; make sure     
     there is no root among you that 
produces such bitter poison. Deut 
29:17f 
2. A little bit of unforgiveness. 
    If you do not forgive men their 
sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins. Matt 6:15 
3.  A little bit of pride. 
     Pride only breeds quarrels, but 
wisdom is found in those who take 
advice. Prov 13:10 
4.  A little bit of foolishness. 
     As dead flies give perfume a 
bad smell, so a little folly out-
weighs wisdom and honor.     
     Eccl 10:1 
5.  A little bit of whispering. 
     A gossip betrays a confidence; 
so avoid a man who talks too 
much. Prov 20:19 
6. A little bit of anger  
    A fool gives full vent to his an-
ger, but a wise man keeps himself 
under control.  
    Prov 29:11 
     This week as you tend your 
vineyards watch out for those little 
foxes. 
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700 Garland Street 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 
806.296.2708  

 

gscoc@texasonline.net 
www.gscoc.net 

The difference… 
Is CHRIST in me! 

Colossians 1:27 

We are looking for others 
who will... 

Become Part of the Family 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Wednesday Night Fellowship Meals will begin 
September 3.  We will be serving pizza, salad and 
dessert.  There are sign up sheets on the table 
on the foyer if you would like to cook or help 
with the meals. Please check the list and sign up to 
help.  We need your help to provide these meals 
each week. Meals will be served from 6:00 to 6:30.   
Wednesday Morning Ladies’ Bible Class will 
resume Wednesday, September 3rd at 10:00 am.   
Adult 1 and 3 will meet in the auditorium for 
Bible Class Sunday, September 7th. 
Benevolence Pick Up will be Sunday, September 7.  
Men will be at the exit doors to take your donations 
following the morning service. 
Care and Share will meet following the evening 
service Sunday, September 7. 
HILLTOPPERS:  We will be going to the Ragtime 
Gospel Theater in Post to see the summer 
production of “Paul The Apostle”, Saturday, 
September 20 .  If we have 12 or more go, the adult 
tickets are $15.00.  We will leave the building at 4:00 
p.m. and will eat in Post.  Please sign the sheet in 
the foyer by September 17th.  
J. W. Hamby’s Life Group will meet Sunday, 
September 14. 
A new Ladies visitation program to visit shut-ins 
is being organized.  Those interested contact 
Martha Pitts or Crystal Dominguez.  Cards are in the 
Library. 
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST THURSDAY 
MORNINGS AT 7:00 a.m. 
Is your can of change FULL yet?  The children at 
High Plains Children’s Home need your help.  
Deadline to turn your can into the office is 
Today. The cans will be picked up the first week 
in September. 
Medina Children’s Home will be here one day 
this week. 
New Sisters in Christ :  Five Ladies were baptized 
this week from the Jail. 
New Life Behavior Teachers :  Your packet for 
September, October, November and December are 
on the table in the foyer. 
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Men’s Retreat in Bastrop, Texas 
There will be a Men’s Retreat this Friday and Saturday in 
Bastrop, Texas.  There is a sign up sheet on the table in the 
foyer for those interested in going.  A schedule is on the 
table in the foyer.   
If you have any questions contact Tony Dominguez. 



ELDERS:     Neil Billingsley Deryl Clevenger Rob Lindsey 
 Weldon Melton       Steve Stokes 
                                  
DEACONS: Gary Alexander  Mike Allison 
 Jimmy Barnes   Neal Becker 
 Bobby Byrd   Scott Clevenger  
 Gary Miller  Grady Simmons 
 Mark True  Terry Underwood  
 Brent Wells 
  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:  
Sunday:  Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:30 a. m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

World Wide Web Home Page: www.gscoc.net  

OFFICE:  296-2708   fax: 296-2855    e-mail: gscoc@texasonline.net  
MINISTER :  Anthony Dominguez home: 296-5744 cell: 292-2678 
YOUTH MINISTERS: Eric Clark cell: 584-4273 
                                        Clint Patterson: 839-2629 youth@gscoc.net 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  Weldon Melton  
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is published Tuesdays except for the last 
two weeks of December by the Garland St Church of Christ, 700 Garland St, 
Plainview, Texas 79072 
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	IN OUR PRAYERS 
Gary Alexander, Marion Cross, Roxie Igo, Estelle South, The 
Camacho Family, Bobby and Frankie Griffin, Laci King,  Melinda 
Meriwether, Trevor McGavock, Judy Chambliss, Bobbie Rawdon, 
Evan  Free, Micah Mull, Marge Gowan, Phil Wyszynski, Janis Hor-
ton,  The Alex Dominguez family, Roberta Turner, Gary Alexander,  
Dub Mercer,  Baylee Banning, Bill & Tweet Moore, Cleo Crutch-
field, Harlan Dizmang,  Dorothy Bradley, Jackson Calhoun, Cindy 
Valentine, Billy Clay, Ben and Betty Foster, Maylene Mickey,  
Mattie Lou Ellis, Carla Calhoun, Danna Lamb, Doris Hearn, Opal 
Yarborough, Jerry Settle, Wanda Wallace, Kay Powell, Opal Barnes, 
Linda Wilson, Cleo Crutchfield, Sonny Sherrock, Doyce Watson, 
Dorothy Karlin, Jim Adams, Beverly Kimbrough, Wesley Everidge, 
Paul Godman,  Cindy Kirby,  JoAnn Underwood, Christen Driver,  
Lou Ann Lopez, Belinda Spencer,  Cory Crump and Our Soldiers. 

ABOUT OUR FAMILY  
Gary Alexander is home and will be treating him with 
medication for the scar tissue that is causing the pain. 
Bobby Griffin’s still has some chemo left to take, but 
the chemo is working.  His PET scan was clear.   
Janie Archer’s great niece, Keilana Perry will have 
hernia surgery in Lubbock.   
Jennifer Settle’s Uncle Tino  passed away Saturday in 
Amarillo. 
Marion Cross  will be having gall bladder surgery. 
Roxie Igo  is having back problems 
Sonja Thompson will be moving to McKinney, Texas 
by the 20th of September.  She would love to have you 
drop by and say goodbye before she leaves. 
Brenda James’ mother, Estelle South is in Prairie 
House room 119.  She moved her from an assisted 
living center in Redwood California last week. 
Becky Watson’s step-mother, Dorothy Karlin lost 
most of her hearing in her right ear.  She is deaf in her 
left ear.  She will have tests Thursday to see if anything 
can be done to help her hearing. 
Former member, Evelyn Davis  has been diagnosed 
with lung cancer.  She is in the Slaton Care Center in 
Slaton. 
Ben Briones’ daughter, Iris will be going back to court 
for her child custody case.  Please pray for good re-
sults. 
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