“Understanding Generational
Differences”
Part 1
| have become all things to all
men so that by all possible
means | might save some. | do
all this for the sake of the gos-
pel. 1 Cor 9:23

Teenagers of today are a fresh re-
minder that there are huge differ-
ences in the way older people, mid-
dle aged people, and younger peo-
ple view life. This observation has
sparked an interest in me to better
understand why our children view
life differently than you or | do.
Because of my daughters, | am now
officially on “my space.” | now
know what a blog is. My closest
understanding of a blog, was watch-
ing the 1960’s classic movie called
‘the blob.” Most congregations to-
day have as few as 3 generations
and as much as 6 generations of
family and friends that worship
together every first day of the week.
Over the next several weeks | want
to focus on four main groups that
makeup the 3 -6 generations. We
will focus solely on the first group
next week. The first group is called
the Veteran/ G.I generation.History
has coined this group as the ‘loyal
group.” Those who were apart of
this group were born in between
1922-1943. Next you have thbaby
boomer’'generation. They are
coined as the ‘optimistic genera-
tion.” They are the group born in
between 1943-1960. Next you have
the generation Xer's. This was the
generation of ‘skepticism.” They
were born in between 1960-1979.
Finally your last group is called
generation ‘Yers’. They are born in
between 1979-2000. They are called
the ‘hopeful generation.” My over-
all aim in writing these articles is
for all of us to gain a better under-

standing and appreciation for those
in our congregations. My hope is
that these articles will help in bridg-
ing the communication gap that
now exists in congregations across
our country. My prayer is, that

with a better understanding of each
others generations, we will draw
even closer as brothers and sisters
in Christ. | believe that one of the
keys to cultivating and nurturing
better relationships is to learn to see
the world through each genera-
tional culture. We know that
God'’s two main purposes for his
Church will never change. The
“great commandment” which is to
love God supremely and to love
your neighbor as yourself and the
‘great commission’ which is to go,
make disciples, baptize, and, teach.
Regardless of our culture those two
mandates are non- negotiable. One
of the biggest fears a person has for
not sharing the gospel with some-
one, is the simple fact that we just
don't understand them. | must ad-
mit that trying to share the message
of Jesus to someone who has a bone
going though their nose, tattoos all
over their bodies, and 8 earrings
dangling from their ears is just a
little bit out of my comfort zone.

I’m convinced that a better under-
standing of our generational differ-
ences will help me to get my foot in
the door of their life in order to
share the gospel with them. That's
what made the Apostle Paul so ef-
fective in reaching the lost. He be-
came all things to all men so that by
all possible means he might save
some. Paul studied people and ob-
served the_customsnd culturesin
which they lived in order to better
understand the people of his gen-
eration. This week let’s try to re-
spect and honor the different gen-
erations that our grandparents,
parents, and children grew up in.
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Thedifference...
Is CHRIST in me!
Colossians 1:27

We are looking for others
who will....
Become Part of the Family
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wednesday Night Fellowship Meals: This
week meal will be barbeque sandwich, chips
and dessert. There are sign up sheets on the
table on the foyer if you would like to cook or
help with the meals. Please check the list and
sign up to help. We need your help to provide
these meals each week. Meals will be served
from 6:00 to 6:30.
Wednesday Morning Ladies’ Bible Class
meets every Wednesday at 10:00. Child care
will be provided.
HILLTOPPERS: We will be going to the
Ragtime Gospel Theater in Post to see the
summer production of “Paul The Apostle”,
Saturday, September 20 . If we have 12 or more
go, the adult tickets are $15.00. We will leave the
building at 4:00 p.m. and will eat in Post. Please
sign the sheet in the foyer by September 17th.
J. W. Hamby’s Life Group will meet Sunday,
September 14.
A new Ladies visitation program to visit shut-
ins is being organized. Those interested
contact Martha Pitts or Crystal Dominguez. Cards
are in the Library.
MEN’'S PRAYER BREAKFAST THURSDAY
MORNINGS AT 7:00 a.m.
Is your can of change FULL yet?  The children
at High Plains Children’s Home need your help.
YOU MUST TURN YOUR CAN IN ASAP.
LCU PIE BOOTH! We will be helping with the pie
booth at the fair again this year. Our day will be
Tuesday, Sept. 23 . We will need home baked
pies and cakes for the sale. There is a sign up
sheet on the table in the foyer. Please read the list
beside it. FRUIT AND CHESS PIES, and 3 layer
cakes and 9 x 13 Iced Cakes ONLY! No pound
cakes please. No meringue, cream pies or
cakes with whipped topping—Health
Department Order . Must have your pies and
cakes at the building by 8:30 A.M. on the 23rd.
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Dawn West, Amarillo, Texas ABOUT OUR FAMILY

Laura Whitson, Cuero, Texas Faith Redies will have an angio-gram and two stents

George and Ann Lyles, Baton Rouge, LA put in Tuesday in Lubbock.

Janie Archer’s great niece, Keilana Perry had hernia
surgery in Lubbock on Friday.

LYYV YA Y AYAAY YAV YV AV Marion Cross will have gall bladder surgery Thurs-
day.
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Dora McBee’s brother, Calvin Garrett, of Hereford
had surgery Friday and again Sunday for a brain an-
eurysm.

Dorothy Smith is in the hospital in Lockney.

Roxie Igo is having back problems.

Paul Fikes’ Dad had heart surgery Friday in Lubbock.
He is doing well.

Sonja Thompson will be moving to McKinney, Texas.
Her new address will be: 2401 Country View Lane,
McKinney, Texas 75069 and her phone number will
be 214-491-1922.

Becky Watson’s stepmother, Dorothy Karlin hearing
has improved. She will have an angio-gram in Ama-
rillo on September 18.

Former member, Evelyn Davis has been diagnosed
with lung cancer. She is in the Slaton Care Center in
Slaton.

Stephanie Zepeda had tests Friday. She is having
trouble with her gall bladder. She will be treated with
medication and diet.

Ben Briones’ daughter, Iris will be going back to court
for her child custody case.

Christi Durham’s daughter, Laci King
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Neil Billingsley  Deryl Clevenger Rob Lindsey POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MBSSER, 700
Weldon Melton Steve Stokes Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072

: Gary Alexander Mike Allison Periodicals Postage PaidPost Office in Plainview, TX 79072.
Jimmy Barnes Neal Becker
Bobby Byrd Scott Clevenger
Gary Miller Grady Simmons
Mark True Terry Underwood
Brent Wells

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:
Sunday: Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:3%.2and 6:00 p.m.
ednesday Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

orld Wide Web Home Page www.gscoc.net
OFFICE: 296-2708 fax: 296-2855 e-mail: gscoc@texaseriet
MINISTER : Anthony Dominguez home: 296-5744 cell: 292-2678
[YOUTH MINISTERS: Eric Clark cell: 584-4273

Clint Patton: 839-2629 youth@gscoc.net

ELDER OF THE MONTH: Weldon Melton
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is publishddiesdays except for the last
wo weeks of December by the Garland St Churchhoeifs§ 700 Garland St,
Plainview, Texas 79072




