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G A R L A N D  S T R E E T

CHURCH  of CHRIST

�����������������������������������

700 Garland Street 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 
806.296.2708  

 

gscoc@texasonline.net 
www.gscoc.net 

The difference… 
Is CHRIST in me! 

Colossians 1:27 

We are looking for others 
who will... 

Become Part of the Family 

Independence Day 
Baseball games.  Parades.  
Flags waving.  Cooking out 
with family and friends.  Fire-
works lighting up the night sky.  
Vacationing at the lake.  These 
are the familiar sights, sounds, 
and smells that we associate 
with July 4th – Independence 
Day.  As a nation, we have be-
come accustomed to celebrat-
ing our freedom, our independ-
ence, once a year.  I love July 
4th.  I love celebrating our free-
dom as a nation.  But I wonder 
what the men who signed the 
Declaration of Independence 
(and the women who stood by 
their side) would think about 
the way we celebrate freedom. 
Would the founding fathers em-
brace the “American Past-time” 
as a suitable way to spend a day 
of freedom?  Would John Han-
cock celebrate his freedom by 
water-skiing?  I think they would 
enjoy these activities, but for 
them freedom was about more 
than celebration.  Freedom meant 
something personal.  Freedom 
was a way of life that required 
dedication, determination, and 
sacrifice.  In 1776, freedom was-
n’t free. 
As Christians, we have this one 
sure promise from God, “You 
have been set free from 
sin…” (Romans 6:18a).  When is 
the last time you celebrated your 
freedom from sin?  Over and over 
Paul reminds his audience of the 
type of people they used to be 
before they had been granted 

freedom from their sins.  In doing 
so, he wants them to see the tre-
mendous blessing of receiving 
Christ in their lives.  As we an-
ticipate Independence Day for our 
nation this Sunday, it might be a 
good time to stop for a few mo-
ments and think about the free-
dom you have in Christ – freedom 
from sin.  Take some time to cele-
brate that freedom. 
But don’t misunderstand that 
freedom.  God does not promise 
us freedom from the conse-
quences of our actions.  That is 
typically what we want – to be 
able to live the same way we 
lived before we were baptized 
and still be able to escape hell.  
The freedom we have from sin is 
the freedom to not have to sin 
anymore.  We have a choice.  We 
don’t have to live that lifestyle 
anymore.  And when we realize 
that we can live lives that are free 
from sin, we mature into Chris-
tians who live according to God’s 
plan – “You have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves 
to righteousness.”  (Romans 6:18) 
I cannot think of a better day to 
start preaching at a new congre-
gation than Independence Day.  
My family and I are excited about 
becoming a part of the Garland 
St. family.  And as we join to-
gether this Sunday morning, let’s 
prepare our minds to focus on the 
freedom we have in Christ. 
Until then:  The Lord bless you 
and keep you…(Numbers 6:24) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
The internet is still down in the office. 
Seniors please check the table in the foyer for 
gifts. 
Sunday, July 4th will be Benevolence Pick Up .  
Men will be at the exit doors to take your 
donations. 
VBS FLYERS ARE ON THE TABLE IN THE 
FOYER.  PLEASE PICK SOME UP AND 
DISTRIBUTE TO YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY.  
We need cookies for “Church in the Park” 
Please sign the sheet in the foyer if you will 
bring cookies to the park.  
HELP NEEDED FOR VBS WORK DAYS!  We 
will have two work days for VBS.  FRIDAY, JULY 
9 at 1:00 p.m., SATURDAY, JULY 10 at 9:00 a.m.  
We will need men on Saturday morning to help 
with setting up the Tabernacle outside. 
Travis Hill and his family will be here July 7 for 
“Church in the Park”.  He is being interviewed 
for the associate minister’s job. 
Ninth and Columbia’s VBS will be held July 
5-8th, 9:00-11:30 a.m.  Children 2 yrs. To 6th 
grade are invited! 
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July 7 we will have “Church in the Park”.  We will be at the 
16th Street Park, and start at 7:00 pm.   There we will pass 
out tickets for “Free Hot Dogs”.  We will  sing, have a devo-
tional and invite all who are at the park to come the next 
week for VBS.  We do need lots of help for this activity. 
We will have a traditional VBS this year, lasting for 4 days.  
The dates for this will be July 11th (Sunday) until 14th 
(Wednesday).  The congregation from Pagosa Springs, 
Colorado will present lessons on the Tabernacle.  We will 
have an actual tabernacle set up on the north lawn.  This will 
start at 7:00 pm and run until 8:30 pm.  At the end of each 
evening we will serve refreshments.  

WHITE RIVER YOUTH CAMP 
Steve Gauntt will be at White River Youth 
Camp session 3 & 4.   If any student that 
has just finished grade 3 thru those whose 
just graduated high school is interested in 
attending  White River Camp contact 
Steve at 787-2790 or you can find out 
more information at whiterivercamp.com.  
This would be a great opportunity  to get 
to know our new minister and his family. 



ELDERS:     Mike Allison  Neal Becker Neil Billingsley 
     Rob Lindsey Weldon Melton        Steve Stokes 
                        
DEACONS:  Jimmy Barnes   Bobby Byrd   Scott Clevenger 
 Scott Harmon  Brandon Joy  Gary Miller
 John McGavock  Clint Patterson Mark True 
 Brent Wells 
 
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:  
Sunday:  Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:30 a. m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

World Wide Web Home Page: www.gscoc.net  

OFFICE:  296-2708   fax: 296-2855    e-mail: gscoc@texasonline.net  
MINISTER :  Steve Gauntt 
YOUTH MINISTER:  
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  June-Weldon Melton July-Steve Stokes 
 
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is published Tuesdays except for the last 
two weeks of December by the Garland St Church of Christ, 700 Garland St, 
Plainview, Texas 79072 
 
 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MESSENGER, 700 
Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072 
 
Periodicals Postage Paid: Post Office in Plainview, TX 79072. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT OUR FAMILY  
Dorothy Bradley had her right knee replaced Tues-
day, June 22nd, at Lubbock Covenant Hospital.  
She is in room 697 S.   
Julie Chambliss’ stepmother, Kathryn Smith 
passed away Tuesday evening.  Her services were 
Friday at the Hale Center Church of Christ.  
Frankie Griffin  is at home after being in  Plainview 
Hospital with a bacterial infection. 
Manuela Ayala has been moved to Plainview 
Health Care Center on 24th.  She will be going to 
Sante Fe with her son as soon as she is able.   
Former member, Kelvin Dedner  had surgery last 
week to remove a mass under his arm. He is waiting 
on results from the lab. 
Machelle Fitts, friend of Linda Wilson has cancer in 
her abdomen.  
Louise McDaniel is still very ill and in severe pain.  
The doctors do not know what is the problem.  An 
MRI will possibly be scheduled this week. 
Doris Billingsley’s sister-in-law, Katie Whiston  has 
been placed under the care of hospice. 
Norma Webb has been moved to Prairie House, 
room 128B. 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Lorane Meriwether, Ashley Karlin, Paul and Mary Frisbie, Mack 
Ledbetter, Lonnie Jones, The Monroe Family, Cindy Valentine, Linda 
Wilson, Raymon Hackett, Mike Deso, Mary McCarty, Vicky Rodriquez, 
Sherry Adams, Martha Pitts, Sharon Jones, Addison Kelsey, Charlie 
Cook, Joann Underwood, Loreta McBee, Mattie Lou Ellis, Barbara 
Wheeler, Ernest Bell, Louise McDaniel,  Eva Dunnam, Ben & Betty 
Foster, Dorothy Bradley, Margarita Castaneda, Lytton Stark, Paul 
Camacho,  Doris Hearn, Dr. Randy Lee, Roberta Turner, Bobby Griffin, 
Harlan Dizmang, Dorothy Mitchell, Tommy Sherman, Pam Hull, Janie 
Lopez, Ann Lyles, Bob Barnett, Estelle South, Judy Chambliss, Dub 
Mercer,  Tweet Moore, Cleo Crutchfield, Jim Adams, Larry White, 
Wesley Everidge, Billie Goree, and Our Soldiers. 

 

 
   
 Will and Cy Gray                        Amarillo, TX 
 Cory and Christy Crump         Granbury, TX 
 Peter, Bergen, Cordi         
           Kretzschmer        Mustang, OK 
 Lance, Keeley, Landon 
            Obenhaus           Plainview, TX 
 

Birthdays for the month of July  
 JEWEL LOAFMAN 07/04 
 LISA HORNE 07/05 
 PAULINE BARRETT 07/07 
 VANESSA GONZALES 07/09 
 LISA BECKER 07/12 
 QUEENIE DAVIS 07/12 
 JOAN DEISHER 07/14 
 GLENN MCDONALD 07/14 
 GWEN SLONE 07/14 
 JASON MILLER 07/19 
 PAM HAMBY 07/19 
 ROSA CAMACHO 07/20 
 JAMES WEBB 07/21 
 STAN BRANAM 07/27 
 JOHN NATHAN CARPENTER 07/28 
 JANIE LOPEZ 07/29 


