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G A R L A N D  S T R E E T

CHURCH  of CHRIST
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700 Garland Street 
Plainview, Texas 79072 

 
806.296.2708  

 

gscoc@texasonline.net 
www.gscoc.net 

The difference… 
Is CHRIST in me! 

Colossians 1:27 

We are looking for others 
who will... 

Become Part of the Family 

Noah, Part 2 
At the end of last week’s article I 
promised more from Noah in this 
week’s article, so here we go… 
It is hard to imagine being Noah.  
Imagine being surrounded by un-
believers in an expanding zoo 
while desperately trying to build 
a really big boat before the 
clouds build and the rain starts.  
Then, when you finally get 
through building and enter the 
ark – nothing happens.  For 
seven days Noah and his family 
waited in the ark before the rains 
came.  Perhaps they could hear 
their neighbors laughing at them 
from outside the boat.  But then 
the laughter turned to terror as 
the rains came and the floodwa-
ters of the deep opened up and 
began swallowing the earth.  And 
there in the ark sat Noah and his 
family.  The lone survivors on a 
planet under water. 
It is this episode that people turn 
to when they want to argue that 
God cannot be a loving God.  
“How could a loving God de-
stroy all the people and animals 
living on the earth?” they ask.  
(Talk about a fun question to try 
to answer on the spur of the mo-
ment…)  This episode is their 
excuse to paint God in malicious 
brush strokes and turn their backs 
on God. 
But is this really the work of a 
God who doesn’t love?  Or is this 
the work of a God who loves so 
desperately that He would not 
prevent anything that would 

spare humanity from certain de-
struction?  Is the flood an act of 
destruction or an act of salva-
tion?  Is it an act of hatred or an 
act of love? 
I would argue that the flood is 
one of God’s greatest acts of 
love.  He loved humanity so 
much that he was not willing to 
watch humanity destroy itself.  
Therefore he saved humanity by 
commanding Noah to build an 
ark.  That is the way Peter de-
scribes the flood in I Peter 3:21 -  
“In [the ark] only a few people, 
eight in all, were saved through 
water, and this water symbolizes 
baptism that now saves you also 
– not the removal of dirt from the 
body but the pledge of a good 
conscious toward God.  It saves 
you by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ…” The flood was a 
method of God’s salvation.  In 
the same way, he could not bear 
to watch us destroy ourselves 
with sin, so he sent his Son to 
show us how to live.  And once 
he had done that, he accepted his 
Son as a sacrifice to redeem us 
from our own sins.  That’s the 
God we serve – a God who loves 
us so much that he would not 
spare anything to draw us closer 
to him. 
Until next week, “The Lord bless 
you and keep you…” 
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What a wonderful VBS we had this year! The kids 
(and adults) learned so much about the tabernacle.  
We are thankful that we had such great support and 
enthusiasm from the congregation.  There are liter-
ally TOO many to list this year! We are thankful for 
all of hard work put forth by the teachers, helpers, 
decorators, registration ladies, kitchen workers, 
nursery workers, those that brought refreshments 
and the meals for Dorman, and those that helped 
prepare materials for teachers.  Our VBS would not 
have been the same without our song leader and skit 
participants.  We had many willing each night to run 
and do whatever was necessary to keep things go-
ing.  We want to say a special thank you also to all 
of the men that helped set up the tabernacle and 
helped keep things dry during the week, as well as 
those that helped run the auditorium program each 
evening.  We could not have done this without 
Dorman Diller from Pagosa Springs and his amaz-
ing replica and teachings of the tabernacle.  This 
will be a VBS we will not forget.  It was a blessing 
to see the way that everyone used their talents to 
work together and share God’s word with the chil-
dren this week.  Thanks again for all of your hard 
work! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
THE FINAL ORDER OF T-SHIRTS ARE IN . 
Please pick yours up in the office.  
Sunday, July 25 we will not have a meal and 
1:00 service.  We will have evening services at 
6:00 p.m.  Chuck Evans from Churches of 
Christ Disaster Relief, Inc. will be the guest 
speaker. 
HILLTOPPERS:  Game night, Friday, July 23, 
7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  A sign-up sheet 
is in the foyer for those who want to make ice 
cream or bring cookies, cake, etc.  Bring your 
favorite games. 
Sunday, August 1  will be Benevolence Pick 
Up.  Men will be at the exit doors following the 
morning service to take your donations. 
Care and Share will meet Sunday, August 8 
following the evening service. 
Small Group Leaders:  If your small group will 
meet in August please turn the date, time and 
place of your meeting into the office. 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets every Thursday 
morning at 7:00 a.m. 
You may allow your pre-school children to 
play in the playroom following services with 
adult supervision.  Children should not be 
left alone in playroom.  
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
Mertice Stark, Louise McDaniel, Ed Moore, Lorane Meriwether, Joy 
Fuller, Paul and Mary Frisbie, Mack Ledbetter, Lonnie Jones, The Mon-
roe Family, Cindy Valentine, Linda Wilson, Raymon Hackett, Mike 
Deso, Mary McCarty,  Sherry Adams, Martha Pitts, Sharon Jones, Addi-
son Kelsey, Charlie Cook, Joann Underwood, Loreta McBee, Mattie 
Lou Ellis, Barbara Wheeler, Ernest Bell, Ben & Betty Foster, Dorothy 
Bradley, Margarita Castaneda, Lytton Stark, Paul Camacho,  Doris 
Hearn, Dr. Randy Lee, Roberta Turner, Bobby Griffin, Harlan Dizmang, 
Dorothy Mitchell, Tommy Sherman, Pam Hull, Janie Lopez, Ann Lyles, 
Bob Barnett, Estelle South, Judy Chambliss, Dub Mercer,  Tweet 
Moore, Cleo Crutchfield, Jim Adams, Larry White, Wesley Everidge, 
Billie Goree, and Our Soldiers. 

 
   
  
 
 Laura Whitson, Cuero, TX 
 Jerry, Susan & Kevin Devin, Lubbock 
 David & Hannah Blessing, Sonora,  
 Lizbeth Dominguez, Plainview, TX 
 Anna Van Orden, Houston, TX 
 Manda, Cotton & Aubry Rosser 
 Gary Bryant, Fort Stockton, TX 
 The Michael Barrett Family, Lubbock, 
 Micky & Vernah Sprous, Plainview 



ELDERS:     Mike Allison  Neal Becker Neil Billingsley 
     Rob Lindsey Weldon Melton        Steve Stokes 
                        
DEACONS:  Jimmy Barnes   Bobby Byrd   Scott Clevenger 
 Scott Harmon  Brandon Joy  Gary Miller
 John McGavock  Clint Patterson Mark True 
 Brent Wells 
 
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:  
Sunday:  Bible Study 9:30 a.m. and Worship 10:30 a. m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Bible Study 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

World Wide Web Home Page: www.gscoc.net  

OFFICE:  296-2708   fax: 296-2855    e-mail: gscoc@texasonline.net  
MINISTER :  Steve Gauntt 
YOUTH MINISTER:  
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  Steve Stokes 
 
MINUTE MESSENGER (USPS 352-460) is published Tuesdays except for the last 
two weeks of December by the Garland St Church of Christ, 700 Garland St, 
Plainview, Texas 79072 
 
 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE MINUTE MESSENGER, 700 
Garland Street, Plainview, TX 79072 
 
Periodicals Postage Paid: Post Office in Plainview, TX 79072. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT OUR FAMILY  
Mertice Stark went by air ambulance Mon-
day evening to U T Southwest Neurological 
Center in Dallas.  She was scheduled for 
surgery at noon Tuesday because a brain 
aneurism next to a major artery and behind 
her eye.  
Congratulations to Tristan and Rachel 
Hughes on the birth of their son, Ashton 
James.  He was born Wednesday, July 14.  
He weighed 10 lbs and 11.2 ozs and was 22 
1/2 inches long.  He spent a couple of days 
in the NICU.  He is doing better and went 
home Saturday. Proud grandparents are 
Gary and Pam Hull and great grandmother, 
Mattie Lou Ellis. 
Louise McDaniel is home after spending a 
few days in the Lubbock Heart Hospital last 
week.  She has a slipped disc and possible 
surgery to correct it in a couple of weeks. 
Frankie Griffin and Virginia Russell requests 
prayers for their step-dad, Ed Moore he has 
lung cancer and is very ill. 
Julia Chambliss has a blockage in her 
small intestines, she is home and is in a lot 
of pain.  She also has a cyst on her kidney.   
Dorothy Bradley is at Trustpoint for reha-
bilitation in room 119D.   
Lana Branam’s mother, Joy Fuller id home 
and doing well following her hip replacement 
surgery. 

Thank You Note 
     Anne and I want to express our 
gratitude to all who have been so en-
couraging to us and our family the last 
3 months. 
 
     For the many prayers, visits, cards, 
food and phone calls we say “Thank 
you.” 
  
     God is continuing to answer the 
prayers in our behalf. 
 
                  Raymon Hackett 
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